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THE PREFACE 


HE Antiquities | of the fir't - 
age ( except thoſe we find 
in Sacred: Writ ') were 

buried in Oblivion and -Silence : 

filence was fuceceded by Poetical 

Fables ; and Fables again were fol. - 

lowed 'by- the Records we now 


| enjoy. So -that+the? mi yiteties and © - 


| pew of por 


qury wet 


fromr the 
cords and- - > rc of femoiing 
_ b tha vail of itien,which Þ 
erpole ſelf, and-came betweert - 
thoſe things which perithed, - and © 
thoſe 'which are extant. -F fuppoſe 
fome are of opinion,thar-my purpoſe 
is tO —_— _ rifles , and to 
uſu ame hberty in in 
tne os Pocrs aflumed Ing 
Þ 4- whicts 


The Preface; F 
which I might do (I confeſs). if I liſted,” ! 
and with more ſerious contempla- . 
tions intermix theſe. things, to 
delight - either my ſelf in medita. | 


tion, or others in reading. Neither ol 
am I ignorant; how. fickle an{ in». : 
conſtanta thing fiction is, as being | * 
ſubjc&t ro be. drawn. . and wreſted | * 
any way, and how great. the com-..\ * 
modity of wit -and dilcourſe is, that. 1 * 
is able to. apply. things well, yer ſo | l 


Ik. 35; NEVEC-McanT. by. the.. farlt.- Aus. | 


buled, in that many. to purchaſe the 
reverence of; Antiquity: t9./ Lheix 
| own. inventions and _fangies, have 
f or. the_ ſame. intent.. laboured to | 
wreſt many Poetical Fables : Nei» | 
ther hath this. old and common ya- | 
nity been uſed only of late, or now | 
and then :.for even Cifipprs. long * 

agoe did ( as an interpreter , of 
Dreams alcr:be. the opinions ot the | 
Stocks 


The Preface, 
[Stzoicks- to the anciens Poets, and 
more ſottiſhly do the Chymicks 
appropriate the fancies: and:-delights 
of Poets-in- the - transformations* of 
_ | bodies, to: rhe experiments: of their” 
- | furnace.-- All theſe- things. (I ſay. ) 
| Fhave - ſufficiently conſidered:-and>- 


_ { weighed, and -in- ther - have- ſeen 
| and. notted the general. levity and: 
| indulgence of mens wits above* Als” 

| | legories. And yer for alt this: F re--* 

| linquiſh not my opinion: -\For- firſt» 
it may not be.,. that: the -folly and- 
| oſnek of a' tew. thould+- altc--" 


gether detract from rhe reſpe& due--* 

to the parables: for- that -were-2* 
| 
| 


coneets Which might” ſfayour'st pro.” 
phanenels and- preſumption : : for: 
| Religion it ſelt doth-ſometimes de-: 
liphr in- ſuch: yeiles: and*-ſbadenvs =*- 
ſo» that +who-*ſo * exempts- them,” 
ſeems-in-a> manner to: interdi&t all” 


' commerce-- between* things. divine-" 
F &: ang; 


(- 


The Preface. - ' 
and humane. , But concerning hus- | 
mane wiidome , ] do indeed ine | 
gennouſly and jreely -conieis , that 

1 am inclined to. imazine, that- une 

der lome of the ancient fictions lay- 
couched certain mylicries and Al- 
legorics, eyen-- from- their firſt». in: 
vention... And Fam perſwaded- 
(wherher raviſhed- with the reve | 
rence of Antiquity, or becaule in: ? 
ſome Fables I find- ſuch - fingular- | 
proportion between the ſimilitude | 
and the thing. ſignified; and fuch- | | 
apt and clear... coherence in-the- Ve-. | | 
ry- {tru&ture of them, and-propziety: | 
of..names wherewith the pertons or, S 
actors in. them. are- inſcribed and- | 

intitled ) that.no man can..conſtant-- | 
ly. deny,. but rhis ſenſe was in the. 
Authors... intent:..- and . meaning. | 
when they firſt invented them, and. | 
that they purpolly. ſhadowed it in. 
this ſort: For who can. be lo Rupid and | 


' 


a nil & x7 


A—_—_—_—_u— 
>. owes eas em a> and > 0. 


| bad -in-the open light;as (when he: . 
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hears how Kame, atrer. the. Giants 
were deſtroyed, ſprang. up as their;. 
youngeſt ſiſter) not to- refer it tothe: 
murmurs: and ſeditious reports of? 
both ſides, -which are wont to flic-: 
abroad For a time after the. ſuppreſ---- 
ſing'of inſurreQions: - Or when he 
hears- how * the Giant. Tphen- 
having cut out.-and brought away. 
Fupiters nerves , which Mercury. 
ſtole from him, and. reſtored: again” 
to Je doth not-preſeotly per- --- 
ceive how fitly jt. may be applied ro © 
powertul rebellions; which. rake- 


irom Princes "their ſinews. of mo--+ 
ney_and. authority, but fo, that by -- 
afability of ſpeech, and wile editts *-+ 
(the mindes ot their ſubjects being! - 
in time privily,. and as it - were by.. 
ſtealth reconciled ) rhey_ recover © 
their ſtrength again .2.' Or. when -*: 
he hears how-(in that "memorable » * 
| CXPO=-—* 


The Preface. 


expedition of the Gods againſt the. 


Giants) rhe braying of Sz/enas. his 


Aſſe, conduced much tg. the profli- 
gation of the Giants, .doth nor-coti-. 
ftidently imagine. that- it-was. in-” 
vented to. ſhew, how the. greateſt. 


enterpriſes of Rebels are often- 


times diſperſed. with vain rumours. 


and fears? - 


Moreover, .to what ' judgement 
can the, conformity and ſionifica- 
tion of Names fcem oblcure 2. 


Seing Metz the wite of Jupzter 


doth” plainly ſignifie . counlel : Th. 
phoh, inſurreRion; ' Tar, univer.' 
tality; Nemeſis, revenge, and. the | 
like. Neigher_ let- it trouble any 


{ man, i&ſome.. times he _ meet. wi 
Hiſtorical.”  narrations, . or, additi-. 


ONS for ornaments. ſake,” ot . cohiuſl.. 


off of times, or ſomething trans tr 
red from one. Fable. to-another, to: 


bring in a new Allegory: for it. 
could.. 


= SO Qt $. ©- 


| The Preface. yr 

4 could be no otherwiſe, ſcing ' they” 
were the. inventions of men, which 
lived in divers ages, and had. alſo 
divers ends; ſome being ancient, 
others neoterical,” ſome having an 
eye to things natural, others to 
moral. . 

There is another Arcument ( and: 
that no ſmall one neither) to proye 
that theſe Fables contain certain: 
hidden and involved . meanings ,.. 
ſeing ſome of them are. oblerved 
to be ſo abſurd and fooliſh in the: 
very relation that they ſhew , * atid” 
as it were proclaim a parable a far- 
oft;. for ſuch tales as are probable,. 
they may ſeem to be.. invented for. 
| delight, and in imixation. of Hiſtos.- 
'ry.. And.as for ſuch as no man- 
would ſo much as imagine or relate,- 
they ſeem to. be- ſought. out. for orher-- 
| ends: + For what kind of fiction 1s- 
that wherein Jupiter is ſaid to- 

| having 
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having taken Metss.to wiſe, ands | 


perceiving that ſhe was with . child, 
to have'devoured- her, whence him-- 
ſelf conceiving , .broughr forth 
Pallas armedout oi his Head? Truly 
I think there .was never dream. 
( ſodifferentto the courle of cogita» 
tion, and fo full ofmonſtroſity) ever” 
hatchr in the brain of man. Above. 


all things this prevails moſt 'with' | 
- me, and is of ſingular moment, thar. | 
many of theſe Fables item not to- 
be inventcd of thoſe by whom they” 
are related and celebrated., as by' 
Homer, , Heſiod , and others : for 
if it were ſo, that they took bepin-: 
ning. in that ave, and' from thoſe- 
Authors by whom tliey are deli-- 

rought® to our hatids ;*. | 


vered and | 
My mind gives me thete could be. 
no great or high "matter expected, 
or {uppoled 'to proceed from thentin 


- 


reſpect of thele originals, But” if” | 


Withy” 
B 


Far eros  ” wy mRHYF Rr HF 
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| with attention” we . conſider the + 


matter,” it will appear thar th 

were . delivered _ related = 
things formerly believed and: re- 
ceived, and not as newly invented 
and. oflered unto us. Beſides, ſee- 
ing- they are - diverſly related -by 
Writers that lived ncar about one” 
and the ſelf ſame time, we may eas - 
fily--perceive-that they were com-: 


mon - things, derived - from prece- 


dent-memoriak ; and that rhey bes: 
came -various by reaſon of the di- 
vers ornaments beſtowed on them 
by particular relations; And the 
conſideration of this muſt needs en. - 
creaſe in _ us- a - great opinion off 
them; as-not to be accounted cither 
the effets of the times cor inventi-' 
ons of the Poets; - but--as ſacred re- 
liques or abſtra&ed-heirs of berter 
times , which by: tradition from 
more ancient-Nations fteil into: the* 
: Trumpets . 


The Preface 
Trumpets and Flutes. of the Gre- 
cians. Bur if any do obſlinatly con- 
tend, that Allegories: are: alwayes' 
adventitially, and as it were by con- 
ftraint, never naturally and proper- 
ly included in- Fables, we will not 
be much. troubleſome, -bur - ſuffer- 
them to enjoy that-gravity of judge- 
ment which I am ure they effect, 
although - indeed it -be. but lumpiſh 
and almoſt -leaden. And. (it they. 
be worthy t6- be taken notice of 

we will begin a--ire{h with-them in 
ſome other tathion. - | 
_ Theres tound .among men ( and); 
x-goes- for currant) a twotold uſe 
of Parables,- and: thoſe ( which js; 
more- to :be-. admired ) referred. to- 
contrary+ ends. ; conducing as well. 
to the:: folding! up . and | keeping of 
things under a yail , as. to the-ine:- | 
lightning and laying open. of - ob«; 
{curitics. But omitting the former 
| (rather-- 


held HEE—_—_ — 


! 


| 


L 
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(rather then ro undergo Wrang-- 
ling', and afluming ancient ha- 
bles as things vagrant and . com 
poſed only. for. delight) the latter 
muſt queſtionleſs {till remain, - as 
not to be wreſted trom us by any-Yige- 
lence of wit, neither can any: (that 
is but mean!y learned) hinder, bus 


it muſt abſolutcly be. received,...as A 
thing grave and ſober. tree-'from 
- and. exceeding prokice- 
Ie. Fo neceſſary to. EN Scign 


gen e. al Tage through "Al pa i 
and” ab{lruſe inventions , ; Which 


any way differ from common, recei- 
ved. opinions. Therefore inthe firſt 
ages (when many humane invent. 
tions and concluſticas, which are 
how common and. vulgar, were 
new and not generally known) all 
things vere full ot Fables, Xnig- 
ma's 
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ma's, parables ; and ſimilies of all 


forts : by which they ſought” ro 
reach and lay open, not to hide and 
conceal knowledge, eſpecially, lee- 


ing the underſtandings of merry 


were in thoſe times rude and 'im- 
patient,” and-almoſt incapable of a- 
ny - ſubtilries; fach things onely 


( 
r 
\ 
F 
£ 
J 


: 


excepted,” as were *the objects of i 


ſenſe :- for as Hieroghyphicks pre» 
ceded letters, ſo parables were more 
ancient then Arguments. And 
in-theſe dayes alſo, he that would 
illuminate mens © minds anew in 2- 
ny old matter, and that not with 
diſprofit-and harſhneſs, muſt abſo- 
hutely take the fame conrſe, and 
ule the help of ſimilies. Wherefore 
all that hath been faid , we will 
thus conclude : The Wiſdome of 
the Ancients, it was either 'much, 


or happy ; much} if theſe figures \ 


and tropes were invented by ſtudy 
and 


at 


oO 
d, 
q 


0! 


ky 


me Hy Thimi! wei ww 3+ fl - (led > Fr 
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and premedirtation ; : Happy if they 
(intending nothing leſs) gave 
matter and occaſion to ſo many 
worthy Meditations. As concer- 
ning my labours (if there be any 
thing in them which may do good) 
Iwill on neither part © count them 
ill beſtowed, my purpoſe being to 
illuftrate either Antiquity, or 
things themſelves. Neither am I 
ignorant that this very fſubje& 
hath been attempred by others ;.. 
But to ſpeak as I think, and thas.- 
freely without oſtentation,. the di 
nity and efficacy of the thing is 
molt loſt by theſe mens writings, . 
though voluminous and fulk of 
pains, whilſt not diving into .the 
depth of matters, but $kiltul one- 
ly in certain common places , have . 
applied the ſenſe of theſe Parables 
to certain vulgar and peneral 
things,. not ſo. much as glancing at 

cl . 
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cir” true vertue , genuine Pre. |. 
priety, and full depth, I (if I be 
not deccived) ſhall be new 1n com | - 
mon things. Wherefore leaving 
ſuch as are plain and open,.. I will 
aim .at further and richer mat- 
ters, _ 


_ | 

© To'the 'Bobk. 

bj | | 

o | Rich mine of Art : Minion of Mey 

I" CUYY ; 

tf True Truch-matt of the none f 
Myſtery: 

Troentions ſtore-houſe; Nomph 7 

Helicon + 


Deep Moral: ſt of Time. traditi on; 


Unto this Paragon of Brotus 
race". | 

Preſent thy: ſervic ce, "and wi th 
—_— grace - © 


Say (if Pythagoras beleev I 

| may 'be 

The ſoul of ancient wildome lives 
8&8 thee, 


d 
; THE" 
 _—_ JM 


—_ 


| 
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THE TABLE. 


x. Ciſandra, or Divination. 
2. Thyphon, or .a Rebel. 
3- The Cyclops, or the -Minge | 
|... or of Ferrer. 
4 Narciſſus, or Self-love. 

5. | Styx, or Leagues. 

6. Pan, oy Nature. 

7. Perſeus, or War. 

8. : Endymion, or a Fixvorite, 

9. The ſiſters of the Giants, dy, 

1. +] owe. | 
io. Attzorn and Pentheus, or 4 
"er oons Man. - -;. . :: .\ 
11. Orpheus, or Philoſophy.” 

x2. lum,or Begennengs. | TI | 


13. Proteus, or Matter. 
I4 Memon, or a youth too 
7" FUE. 
t5. Tythorns, or Satiety. 
16. Funo's Suitor,or Baſeneſs; * 1! 
17. Cupid, or an Arome. | 
x18. Diomedes, or Leal. 
19. De11lus, or Mechunique. 
20. Erytthoneus,or Impoſture. 
21, Dew. | 


'_ "THE" TABLE: 
'F-21. Deucalion, or Reſtitution, 
| 22, Nemeſis, or theViciſſitude 
of things. 
| 23. Achelows, or Battel, 
24. Dionvſaus,.or Paſſions: 
25, Atalanta, .or Gazn. 
26. Prometheus, or the State of 
Man. 
27. Scylla and Tearns,or the Midle 
Way. 
28. = ax, or Science. 
29. Proſerpina, or Spirit, 
30. Metzs, or . Counſel. : 
| 31. The Sirens, or Pleaſures, 


{elf fo far engaged in his promule, . as 
A 


Cx) 


m— 
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"CAS SANDRA, 
or Drvittation. 
"TY Poets fable that Apollo be- 
KL ing cnamoured of C:ſſandyra, 


'was by her many ſhifts and cunning 


flights ſtill' deluded in his defire ; 


'but yer fed on with hope,until ſuch 
'rime'as ſhe had drawn from him the 
| .gift of Prophecying ; and having by 
ſuch her difſimularion inthe end, at. 
*rained to that which from the begin- 
| -ningſhe ay cen after, atlaft wy rC- 


jected his ſtir. Who finding him- 


that 
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that he could not by any means re- 
Yoke agam Ins raſh giit, and yet in- 
flamed with an earneſt deſire of re- 
venge, highly diſdaining to be made 
the ſcorn of a craity Wench, annex- 
ed a penalty to his promile, to wit, 
that ſhe ſhould for ever foretell the 
truth, but never be believed; So 
wcre her Divivations alwayes faith- 
ful, but at no time regarded, where- 
of ſhe {till found the experience, yea 

.eveit in the ruine of her own Coun- 

trey, which ſhe had often torewarned 

them of, but they neyer gave ,credit 

nor car to her words, + 

This Fable ſeems.,to intimate the 

unprofitable liberty of untimely ad- 
monitions and counſels. ..For they 

that are ſo oyetweened with theſharp- 

neſs and dexterity of their own wit 
and capacity,. as that they diſdain to 

ſubmir themſelves to the documents 

of Apollo, the God of Harmony , 

whereby to learn and obſerve the 


method and meaſure of affairs, the 
grace 


of the Attsients. 

grace and gravity of diſcourſe-, -the 
difkerences between the more ju- 
dicious and more vulgar ears, and 
the due times when to ſpeak, and 
when to be filent; Be they never fo 
ſenſible and pregnant, and-their judg- 
ments never ſo profound and rok 
table, yet in allrheir endeavours ci- 
ther ot perfwaſion or pertorce, they 
avail nothing., neither -are they of 
any moment to-advantage Or manage 
matters, *bur do. rather Faſten on the 
ruine of all *thoſe-that they adhere 
or devote themſelves unto. And then 
at laſt when'calamity hath made men 
feel the event of neglect, then ſhall 
they too late be revetenced as deep 
foreſeceinp and faithful Prophets. 
Whereoft a notable inſtance is emi- 
_ .nently ſet forth in Marcus Cuto TY 
ticen/ts, who as from a watch tower 
diſcovered a far oft , and as an O- 
racle long foretold , the approaching 
ruineof his Gountrey, and the plot- 


| <cd tyranny hovering overthe State, 


AT both 


———, © _— 71 
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*eth in the firit Conſpiracy, and as | 


it was proſocuted in the civil con- 
tention between Ceſar and Pompey, 
and did no good the while, bur ra- 
ther harmed the Common-wealth , 
and _haſtncd on his Countreys bane, 
which Af. Grcero wilely obſcryed, 
and writing to a farmliar friend, doth 
in theſe terms excellently deſcribe, 
Cato optime ſentit, ſed nocet iUter- 


aum Reipublice : loquitur enin® 


talguam it Republica Platony, 
not tanguain in face Romuli. Cato 
(Girh he) judgeth protoundly, bur 
in the mean time damnifics the State, 
for he ſpeaks as. in the Common- 
wealth of Plato, and pot as in the 
dregs of Ronulus. 


-2. 
'TIPHON, or a Rebel. 


7uno being vexed (ſay the Pocts,) 
that 7upzter had begotten Pallas 


by himlelf , without her, earneſtly 
prefied 


| 


' 


« 
— 


ef- the Antciemts. 5 


preſſed all the other Gods and God- | 


deſſes that jhe might allo bring 
forth of her ſelf alone without him; 
and having by violence and 1mpore 
unity obtained a grant thereof, fne 
ſmote the carth,and forthwith ſprang 
up Typhon a huge and horrid Mon- 
ſter : This ſtrange birth the com- 
mits to a Serpent ( as aFoſler-tather) 


to nourith it , who no ſooner came ” 
to ripeneſs of years, but he provokes - 


Tuptter ro battel. In the conflict 


the Giant getting the upper.hand,... 


takes Fupiter upon his Shoulders, 
carrics him into a remote- and ob- 
ſcure Countrey, and (cutting out the 
ſinews of his hands and.fcer ) brought 
them away ,.. and. ſo leſt, him miſe- 
rably . mangled. and maimed, But 


Alercury rccovering thele Nerves - 
trom Typhon by ſtealth , reſtored. 


them again to Jupiter. FJuptter 


being again by this means corroby. 
rated , aſſaulirs the Monſter atrcth, }. 


and at the firſt ſtrikes him with a 
A3 rhunder- 


- 
- 
0 
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thunder-bolt, from whoſe blood Ser- 
pents were ingendred. 'This Monſter 
at length fainting and flying, 7up:- 
ter caits on him the Mount Ang, 
and with the weight. thereof cruſhr 
him. . 

This Fable ſeems to point at the 
variable tortune ot Princes, and the 
rebellious infurre&on. of 'Traitours 
in a State. For Princes may we!l be 
faid to be married to their Domini- 
ons, as Zuptter was to Jul : but 
it happens now and then, that being 
debauſhed by the. long cuſtome of 
empyring and bending towards ty- 
ranny , they endeavour to draw all 
to themiclves, and (contemning the 
counſel of their Nobles and Sena- 
tors) hatch Laws in their own brain, 
that is, diſpoſe of things by their 
own fancy and abſolure power. The 
people (repining at this) ſtudy how 
to creat and ſet up a. chict of their 
own choice. This Project by the 
{ccret inſtigation of the Peers and 


Nobles,. 


- 


— 


; of the Ancients, F, 
Nobles, doth for the moſt part tako 
his beginning; by whole» connivance 
the Commons being ſct on cttge; 
there follows a king of murmunnyg 
or diſcontent in the 'Stare, ft:adowed 
by- the infancy of Typhon, whicn be- 
ing nurft by the natural pravity and 
cioniſh malignity of rhe vujgar fort 
(unto Princes as infe{licus as See 
Pents) 15 again repaired by renewed 
ſtrength, and at laflt breaks out into 
open- Rebeliion”,- which ( bccauſe it 
brings infinite miſchiefs upon Princes 
and Feopie) 1s - repreſerred by the 
monſtrous detormiry ot Typhon : his 
hundred heads ſignifie their divided 
powers < his. ftery mouths their in- 
tamed intents; his ſerpcntine circles 
their peſtilent malice in beſieging ; 
Nis iron hands, their mercile!s ſlauch- 
ters ; his Eagles Tallons, their gree- 
dy rapines ; his plumed body, their 
continual rumors, and fſcouts,-and 
fears, and ſuch like. And ſomctimcs 
thele rebellions grow io petenr, that 
Prince3 


be . 


T 
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Princes are inforc'd (tranſported as 
it. were by the Rebels, and forlaking 
the chief Seats agd Cities of the King- 


8 


dom) to contract their power, and. 


( being deprived of the Sinews of 


Money and Majeſty). betake them. 


ſelves to ſome remote and obſcure, 
corner within their Dominions : but 
ih proceſs of time (at they bear their 
misfortunes with-moderation ) they. 


may- recover, their: ftrength by the. 
yertue and. induſtry of Mercary,. 


||--rhat is. they may. {by becoming af- 


fable, and by reconciling the minds, 


and wills of theiz:Subjetts with grave 
ediQs and gracious ſpeech) excite an 
alacrity to grant aids and fubſidics 
whereby ro ſtrengthentheir authori. 
ty anew. Nevertheleſs having lear- 
ned to bs wite and wary, they will 
refrain to try the chance of Fortune 
by War, and yet ſtudy how to ſup- 
preſs the reputation ot the Rebels b 
tome famous ation , which it it fall 
cut anferable to their expectation, 
the 
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of the Ancients. 9 
the Rebels finding themſclyes. weak- 
ned, and fearing rhe ſucceſs of their 
broken- projects, betake themſelves -- 
to ſome ſlight and vain bravado's, 
like the hiſſing of Serpents , and at. 
length im diſpais..berake- themſelves 
to flight, and then-when they begin-. - 
to break, it .is ſafe and timely tor 
Kings to purſue: and oppreſs them 
with the forces and weight cf the 
Kingdom, as it were with the, Mouns +» 
tain Xing. 


Ay 
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The Cyclopes, or the Miniſters. 
of Teryor. 

They ſay that tho Cyclopes (for: 

their fiercenels and. cruelty ) were 


by Jupiter: calt.into hell, and.there. .: 


doomed to perpetual impriſonment :- 


but Tells perlwaded Fupzter that 
1t: would. do well, it being ſet at [:- 
berty,.they were put to forge Thur... 
der-bolts , which being done accor- 

A 5 dingy, 
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dingly, they became ſo paintul and 
induſtrious , as that day and night 
they continued hammering outin 1a- 
bortous diligence Thunder-bolts, and | 
other Inſtruments of Terror. - In pro- .' 
ceſs of time Jupiter having conceiv- | 
ed a diſpleaſure againſt Aſculaprius | 
the ſon of Apollo; tor: reſtoring a | 
dead man to life- by. Phyſick 4 and ; 
concealing his diſlike (becauſe there 
was no juſt cauſe-of anger,.the deed 
being pious and famous) ſecretly in- 
cens d the Cyclopes againſt him, who 
without delay flzw him witha thun- 
der-bolt :: In revenge- of which act ; 
Apollo (Jupiter not prohibiting it) | 
ſhot them to death with his Ar- 
rOWS. > 

This Fable may be applyed to the 
projets - of Kings, who having 
cryel, bloody, and exaCtting Officers, ; 
do firſt punith and diſplace them, at- | 
terwards by the counſel of Tens, 
that is of ſome baſc and ignoble. per- 
: Jon, 
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ſon, and by the prevailing reipe&t of 
profite they admir them into their 
Piaces again, that they may have in- 
{truments in readinels, if at any 
time there Jhould need cithcr fevc- 
rity of execution, or'acebrity.ol Cx» 
ion. Thele ſervile creatures being 
by nature cruel, and by thcir former 
fortune exaſperated, and perceiving 
weil what is expected at their hands, 
do thew themſelycs wonderful cfli- 
cious in- ſuch -kind of imployments, 
but being. toe. rath and precipitate 
in ſeekiny-countenance and creeping 
into. favour 3. do ſometimes take * 
occafion from the ſecxet becknings 
and ambiguous commands ct their 
Prince to perform ſcme hate:ull 
exccution. Bur : Princes ( abhor- 
Ros the fact ,, and knowing well 
that: rhey hall ev ox want {uch kind 
ot Inſtruments) do utterly toriake 
them , turning them over to the 
friends and allies of- the wrengcd, 
to th cir accuſations and revenge ,' 


and 
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and to the general hatred of tlie peo-. | 
ple, ſo that with great applauſe and | 


proſperous wiſhes and exclamations 


towards the Prince, they are brought, 
rather too late than undeſfervedly, to: 


a miſcrable end. 


4... 
NARCISSUS, or Self-Love:-. 


They ſay. that Narciſſus wax Cx» . 
cceding fair and beautiful, but wor-.. 


Woods and Chaſes with-a few fol-.. 
lowers, to whom he.alone; was all 


derful proud and diſdainful ; where- 
| Horedelpiſing all others. in reipect of 
} © himſelf, heads a folitary liſe in the 


in all, among the reit there follows 
him the Nymph Echo: During his 
courſe oflite it fatally ſo chanc'd that 
he came to a-clear Fountain , upon 
the Bank whereof he lay down to 
repoſe himſelf in the hear of the day. 
And having cſpicd the ſhadow of his 


own face in the water , was ſo be- 
{otted 


© 
— 
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; of *the. Ancients. L3 
ſotted and raviſhed with thecontem. 


plation and admiration thereof, that 


by no means poſſible he could be 
drawn from beholding his Image in 
this Glaſs ; inſomuch that by conti- 
nua] gazing thereupon, he pinecl a- 
way to nothing, and was at laſttur. 
ned into a:flower: of his own name, 
which” appears in the beginning cf 
the Spring, and is facred to the in. 
ternal powers, PJ/uto, Proſerpina, 
and the Furies.: 

This Fable ſeems to ſhew the dif- 
poſitions and fortunes of thoſe, who 
in reſpect cither of their beauty, or 
other gift wherewith they are adorned 
aad praced by Nature, without the 
help of Gr, are ſo far beſotred 
in themſelves , as that they prove 
the caule of their own deſtruction. 
For it isthe property ofmen infected 
with this humour not tocome much 
abroad , or to be converſant in C:- 
vil. Aﬀairs , eſpecially ſecing rhoſe 
that are in publick place mult.of ne- 
ceil.ty 
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ceſlity encounter With many. con- 
tempts and ſcorns, which may much 
deject and troub:e their. minds, and 
therefore they lead tor the molt part 
a ſolitary, private, and oblcure life, 
attended on with a tew tollowers, 
11d thoſe ſuch as will adore and- ad- 
mire them, and like an Echo flatter 
them in all their ſayings,and applaud 
them in all their words. $0 that 
being by this cuſlome ſeduced and 
puit up , and as it were ſtupified 
with the admiration of themſelves, 
they are Polielied with io ſtrong a 
ſloth and idiencts , rat rhey grow 
in a. manner benumm'd . and dete- 
Qtive of all vigour and aiacrity, Ele- 
oantly doth this frower appearing in 
"the beginning of the Spring, repre- 
ſent the likenels of thele mcus. diſpo- 
ſiticns, who in their yauth-do fiou- 
riſhand wax tamcus, but beins come 
to ripenels of ycars , they, deceive 
and .iruſtrate the geed hepe that is 
cenceived 
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conceived of them. Neither is it 
impertinent that this flower is {aid to 
be conſecrated tothe internal deities, 
becauſe men of this dilpoſition be- 
come - unproittable to all humane 
things. For- whatſoever produceth 
no fruit of -it-ſelt , «but paſlcth and 
yaniſheth .as it it had never bcen, 
( like the way of a Ship in.the Sca ) 
that the Ancients were wont ta. de- 
dicate to the Ghoſts and Powers 


below. 


STYX, or Leagues. 
The Oath by which the Gods 


were wont to oblige themſelves, 
( when they meant to ratifie any 
thing ſo firmly as never to revoke 
it) is a thing well known to the 
vulgar, as being, mentioned almoſt 
in- every- Fable , which was when 
they did-not invoke or. call to.Wit- 
neſs any Celeſtial Majeſty , . or. Di- 
vine Power, but only the Riycr _ 

rnart 
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that. with crooked & Meandyy tur. 
nings incircleth the Palace of the in- 
fernal D#. This was held as the only 
manner of their Sacrament, and be. 
ſides it, not any other vow to be ac- 
counted firm and .inviolable , and 
therefore. the puniſhment.to be infli- 
ed (if any did perjure themſelves) 
was that for certain years they ſhould 
be put out of commons, and not to 
be admitted...to the Table. of the 
Gods. 


This Fable ſeems ro-point at the. 


Leagues and Pacts- of Princes, of 
which more trueiy then opportune- 
I; may be faid , that be they- never 


ſo ſtrongly confirmed with the .ſo--- 


lemniry and Religion of an Oath, yer 
are for the moſt part of noyalidity : 
infomuch that they are made rather 
with an eye to reputation, and report, 
and —_— , then to faith, ſecu- 
rity, and effect. Moreover, add to 


rheſe the bonds of afhnity , - as the.. 
Sagraments of nature , and the mw. - 
tual 


—— ©... 
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* of the Ancients. 17 
tual deſerts of each part , and you 
ſhall obſerve that with a yu many 
all theſe things are plac'd a degree 
under ambition and profit, and rhe 
| licencious deſire of domination : 
And. ſo. much the rather, becauſe it 
is an caſie thing for Princes to de- 
fend and coyer - their unlawful de- 
fires and unfaghful vows, with many 
outwardly ſeeming fair pretCxts , E- 
ſpecially ſeing there is no Umpire 
or Moderator of matters conciuded 
upon , to whom a reaſon ſhould be 
tendered. Therefore there is no true 


and proper thing made chygice of, 


' for the confirmation of Faith , and 


that no Celeſtial power neither, b 
is indeed Neceſſity (a great God to 
great Potentates ) the peril alſo of 
State, and the Communication of 
profire. As for Neceſlity, it is C:c- 
gantly repreſented by J/7-x, that ta- 
tal and irremeable River, and this 
Godhead did TJphicrates the Arhe.. 
neay call to the confirmation of a 
League, 
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League , who becauſe he alone is 
found tp ſpeak. plainly that which 
many hide covertly in their breaſts, 
it would not be amiſs to retate his 
words. He obſerving how the L2- 
cedemontaits nattnought upon, and 
propounded divers cautions , ſancti- 
ons, confirmations , and bonds per- 
taining to Leagues, interpoſed thus ; 

Wnum Lacedemonii  nobrs volt. 
cum Vinculum, © ſecuritats ratto 
eſſe poſſir, /e plate demonſiretis, vos 
ea nobrs collceſſiſſe, © inter manus 
poſuiſſe, ut vobes facultas Izdend!t 
nos fi maxime vellets minime (i- 

etere_ poſſit. There is one thing 
Oo = + nlp ans) that would link 
us unto you ir the bond. of amity, 
and be rhe occaſion of peace and {e- 
curity, which is, if you would plain- 
ly demonſtrate, that you have yielc- 
ed up, and put into our hand3 ſuch 
thinzs, as that, wouid you hurt us 


never ſo tain, you ſhould yer be dil: 
furniſhed 


| 
| 
| 


| 


' 


» of the Alicients. 19 
furniſhed of. the means-to do ir. 
It therefore the power of hurting 
be taken away, or it by breach of 
league they iollow the danger of the 
ruine- or diminution of the State or 
Tribute ; then indeed the Leagues 
may ſeem to be ratified and cſtabli- 
thed, and as it were confirmed by 
the Sacrament of the S?1g: 2# Lake; 
{cing that ut includes the icar of pro» 
hibition ,, and ſuſpenſion from the 
Table of the Gods, under which name 
the Laws and Prerogartives, the plen- 
ty and felicity of a Kingdom were 
ſignified by the Ancients. | 


6; 
PAN, or Natare. 


The- Ancients have exquifſite!y 


- ”* 
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delcribed Nature under the perſon 
of Pan, whoſe criginal they leave 
dceubttwy, 
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doubtful , -for ſome ſay that he was 
the ſon of Mercury : others attri- 


bute.unto him a far.different begin» 


ning , affirming him to be the com- 
mon oft-ſpring of *Penelcpe's luiters, 
upon a ſuſpition, that every one.of 


them had to do with her, which lat.. 
ter relation doubtleſs gave. occaſion. 


to ſome after Writers to intitle this 


ancient Fable with-the name of Pe: \ 
#elope, athing very irequent amonglt | 
them, when they apply old fictions | 


to young perſons and .names,and that 
many times abſurdly and indiſcreet- 
ly: as may be ſeen here; for Tau 


being one. of the ancient Gods, was | 


long before the time of T//5ſſes and 
Lenelope. Beſides (for her Matro- 
nal chaſtity ). ſhe was held vencrable 
by Antiquity. Neither may we Pre- 
termit thethird conceipt of his birth : 
for ſome ſay that he was the ſon of 
Jupiter and Hybrs, which ſignifies 
contumely or diſdain. But howlc- 


ever begotten, the Parce (they lay) | 
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were his Siſters. He is purtrayed 


| by the Ancients in--this guiſe: on 


his head a pair of Horns-thar reach 
to Heaven, his body roughand hairy, 
his beard long and ſhaggy, his ſhape 


| biformed, abeve like.a man , below 


lke a beaſt , [:his feet like Goats 
hooves, bearing theſe Enfſigns of his 
| Juriſdiction; to wit, in his lctt hand 
.a Pipe-of. ſeven Reeds , -and in his 
.right.a Sheep-hook, or a Staff croo- 
| ked ar the upper end,and his mantle 
made ofa Leopards Skin. His dig- 
nities'and offices were theſe: he was | 
the God of Hunters , of Shepherds, ' 
and of all Rural Inhabitants : chief 
Preſident alſo of Hills and Moun- 


> | taitis, and next to Mercury theEm- 


baſſador of the Gods. Moreover, 
he was accounted the Leader and 


 } Commander of the Nymphs , which 


were alwayes wont to dance the 
rounds, and frisk about him ; he 
was acoſted by the Styrs, and the. 


old $z/en;i, He had power allo to 
ſtrike 
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ſtrike mea with terrours , and thoſe 
elpelially vain and ſuperſtitious, which 
are termed Panzque tears. Hisatts 
were not many, tor ought that can 
be found in Records, thechieteſt was, 
that he challenged Cyp:d ar wreſt- 
ling , in Which contuct he had the 
foil, . The Tale gocs roo that . he 
caught the Giaiit Zyphont in a Net, 
and held him taft. Moreover, when 
Ceres ( grumbling and chaiting that 
Projerpina was raviſhed) had hid 
her ſcit away, and that all the Gods 
took patiis (by diſperſing themſelves 
into evcry corner) to find her out; 
it was oniy his good hap (as he was 
hunting ) to light on her , and ac- 
quaint the reſt where ſhe was. He 
preſumed alſo to pur it to the trial 
who was the betrer Muſician, he or 
Apollo, and by the judgemeat of Mz- 
das, was indeed preterred: Burt the 
wiſe Judge had a pair of Aſſes Ears 
privily chopt to his Noddle for his ſen- 
rence, 
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of the Ancients. 23 
tence. Of his love-tricks, there is 
nothing reported , or at leaft nec 
much, a thing to be wondered ar, 
eſpecially being among a Troop of 
Gods ſo profuſely amorous. "This 
only is faid of.him , that he loyed 
the Nymph Echo ( whom he took 
to Wife ) and one pretty Wench 
more, called Syr:x, towards whom 
Cupid. ( in an angry and revengetul 
humor , .becauſe fo audaciouſly he 
had challenged bjm .at wreſtling) in- 
lamed his defire. Moreover he had 
no iſſue (which is.a marvel allo, ſee. 
ing the Gods, eſpecially rhoſe of the 
Male kind, were very generative) ol- 
ly he was.the reputed Father of a 
little Girle called Jambe, that with 
maiy pretty Tales was wont to make 
Strangers merry: but ſome think he 
did indeed beget her by his Wite 
Fambe. This (it any be) is a no- 
ble Tale, as being laid out, and big 
bellied with the ſecrets and myſteries 
of Nature. 

Pan 
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Pan (as his name imports) repre. 
ſents and lays open the All of-things 
of Nature. Concerning his original, 
there are rwo only opinions that gs 
for currant ; for either he came of 
Mercury, that is, the Word of God, 
which the holy Scriptures without 
all controverſie affirm, and ſuch of 
the Philoſophers as had any ſmack 
of Divinity aſſented unto : or elle 
from the confuſed feeds of things. 
For they that would have one ſimple 
beginning , refer it unto God: or if 
a materiate beginning, they would 
hould hays it v:rious in power. 50 
that we may cnd the controverſic 
with this diſtribution, that the world 
took beginning either from Mercury, | 
cr from the ſeeds of all things. - 


Virg. Eclog. 6. 
Namgue canebat uti maghum per 


znane coat a | 


Semina, terrarumque, alimegue 
mariſque fuiſſent, 

Et liquids [imul ieng : © his ex- 
bs Prams Omnz a 
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Omnia, & ipſe tener mutds con- 
creverit Orbs. 

For rich-vein'd Orphens ſweetly 
did rehearſe 

How that the ſeeds of fire , air, 
water, earth, : 

Were all pack'r in the vaſt void uni- 
verſe: 

And how from theſe as firſtlings 
all had birth, 

And how the body of this Orbique 
frame 

From tender infancy ſo big be- 


Came. 


Butas touching thethird conceipe 
of Pan's original, it ſeems that the 
Grecians (cither by intercourie with 
the Egyptians, or one way or other) 
had heard ſomething of the Hebrew 
—_—_ for it points ro the ſtate 
of the world not - conſidered in im- 
mediate:Creation, but after the fall 
of Aram, expoſed and-made ſubject 
to death and corruption: -for in that 

| B late 
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ſtate it was (and remains to this day) 
the oflpring of God and fin. And 
therefore all theſe three narrations, 
concerning the manner of Pars 
birth may ſeem to be true, ifit 
be rightly diſtinguiſhed * between 
things atid- times.. For this Par or 
nature (which we ſuſpect, contem- 
plate, 2nd -reverence more then is 


fit ) took begining from the word | 


of God by the means of confuſed | 


matter, and the enterance of preva- 
ricatipn and corruption. The Deſti- 


nies may well be thought the Siſters 


of Pan or Nature, becauſe the begin- 
nings, and continuances and corrup- 
tions,.and:depreſſions, and diſloluti- 
ons, and eminences, and labours, and 
telicitics of things, and all the chan- 
ces which canhappen untoany thing 
arc linkt with the chain of ._ cauſes 
natural. | 

Horns arc attributed . unto him, 
becauſe Horns -.are - broad at the 
root and ſharp at the the ends, the na- 
rrue 


ee .. 
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eure of all things being like a Pyra- 
mis ſharp at the Top. For indi- 
vidual or ſingular things being in- 
finite are firſt colleQed into [peczes, 
which are many ajſo; then - from 
Specres into generals, and from gere- 
rals (by alcending) are- contracted 
into things or notions more gene- 
ral, ſo that at length Natere may 


{ ſeem to be contratted into-a unity. 


Neither is it to be wondred at, that 
Pan toucheth Heaven with his 
Horns, ſeeing the hight of nature 
or univerſal Ideas do in-ſome lort, 
pertain to things divine, and thers 
isaready and {þort paſlage from Me. 
taphy/ick to natural Theologre. 

The body of Nature is elegantly 
and with deep judgement depainted 
hairy, repreſenting the beams or 06- 
pcrations of -creatures : for-beams 
are as it-were the-hairs and briſtles of 
Nature, and every creature is either 
more or leſle beamy, which is moſt 
apparent in the faculry of ſeeing, 

B 2 and 
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and no leſs in every vertue and o- 
peration that effeQuals upon .a di- 


{tant obje& : for whatſoever works | 


up any thing affar off ; . that may 
rightly be ſaid to dart forth rayes 
gr. beams. 

Moreover, Pan's Beard is ſaid to 
be exceeding long , becauſe the 
beams or influences of Celeſtial 
Bodies do operate and pierce far. 
theſt of all, and the Sun when (his 
higher half is ſhadowed with a 
cloud ) his beams break our in the 
lower, and looks as if he were Bear- 
dec. 

Nature is allo excellently ſet 
forth with a biformed body , with 
reſpect to the differences between 
ſuperior and infcrior creatures. For 
the one part, by rcaſon of their pul. 
chritude, and equability of motion, 
and conſtancy, and dominion over 
thc carth and carthly things,is worthi- 
ly ſer out by the ſhape of aman: and 
the other part in reſpe& of their per. 
turbations 
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turbations and unconſlant mctions 
(and theretore nccding to be movtc- 
rated by the Celcttial) may be weil 
fitted with the figure of a brute bcalt. 
This deſcription of his body pertains 
allo to the participation of Iperzes, 
tor no natural beeing ſcerms to be 
{imple , bur as it were participating 
and compounded of two. As for ex- 
ample ; man hath ſomething of a 
beaſt: a beaſt ſomething of a plant : 
a plant ſomerhing of an inanimate 

of. Hi 111 JNAL 
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compounded of a ſuperior anc 
rior Jp7czes. 

It is a witty Allegory that ſame 
of the feet of a Goat, by reaſon of 
the upward tending motion of terre- - 
{trial bodies towards the Air and--- - 
Heaven : For-the Goat is a climing 
creature, that loves to be hanging a- 
bout the Recks and ſtcep Moun- 
rains; And- this is done allo 1n a won- 
agriul-manner, even by thole things 
5&2? which 
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which are deſtinated to this inferi- 
our glob, as may manifeſtly ap- 
pear in clouds and Meteors. 


. 


l ” 


| tor rhe Pipe conſiſting of ſeven 


| The conſent and Harmony and dil- 
cordant concord of all interiqur crea- 
tures, which is cauied by the, motion 
of the ſeven planets: And that of the 

Gs O ACCP-NOOK Nay - We. excellently ap- 


is partly ripht, partly crooked: This 

ſtaft theretore or rod is - eſpecial. 

ly crooked in. the upper end, becaule 
all the works of divine. providence 
in the world are done ina far fetcht 
and circular manner , ſothat one 
thing may. ſeem to. be cfte&ed, and 
yetingced a clean. contrary braught 
to pals, as the ſelling of Joſephinto {-- 
221, and the ke. Beftidcs inall wile 
nurane, gaverment, they-tuar = 
the 


The two Enſignes which . Par ! 
| Hears in hishands do point, the one | 
| at Harmoyny, the other at Empyre: | 


rceds doth evidently demonſtrate | 


arure,. which 


p—_ 


— 
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the helm do more happily. kr.ny 
their purpoſes abour, and  infinuac 
more eaſily, into the minds of the 
people, by pretextsand abliquc cour- 
ſes, then by dirc& methods ;19 that 
all Sceptors and Males of auticrity. 
ought 1n yery deed to be crooked in. 
the upper end. 

Puns cloak or mantle is ingenioul- 
ly fained to be the skin of a Leopard, 
becauſe it 1s full of ſpots : ſo the hcs- 
vrens are ſpotted with ſtars , the ca 
with rockes and, iſlands , the land _ 
with flowfs', and (every particular - 
creature alſo is for the molt part gar- 
n:hed with divers colours abour the 
ſaperficies;. whichis as it werea matt» 
tle unto it. 

The office'of Pax can be by nd- 
thing ſo lively conceived and Cx-« 
preſt, as by faining him to be the 
God of hunters, for every natural 
action, and fo by conſequence , mo- 
tion and progreſſion, is nothing clle 
but a hunting. Arts and Sc:icnces 
naye 
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have their works, and humanecoug.. 


ſels their ends which they earneſtly | 


hunt after. All natural things have 
either their food as a. prey, or their 
pleaſure as a recreation, which they. 


ſeek for, and that in moſt expertand | 


ſagacious manner. 


Torva Leena <_ ſequitur, 


Lupus ile Capellum : 
Florentem COythiſum ſequitur laf- 
eiva Capella. | 


+ The hungry Lioneſs ( with ſharp 


o +4 


 defire FO et mens. - 2, 

Purſues the Wolf , the Wolf the 
wanton Goat; 

The Goat again .doth greedily a- 
ſpire 

To have the trifol juice paſs down 
her throat. 


Pax 1s allo ſaid to be the God of 


the Countrey Clowns , becauſe men 
of this condition lead lives more a- 
gcreeable unto Nature, then thoſe that 
live inthe Citics arfd Courts of Prin- 


CCS, 
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c&, where Nature by tco much Arr 
is corrupted: So as the ſayingof the 
Poet ( though in the ſenſe of loye ) 
might be here verified; 


Pars minima eft ipſa puella (ut. 


The Maid fo trickt her ſelf with 
Art,- 
Thar of her ſelf ſhe is leaſt part: 


He was held to be Lord Preſident 
of the Mountains , becauſe in high 
Mountains and hills , Nature layes 
her ſelf moſt open , and men moſt 
apt to view ol contemplation, 

Whereas Pan is ſaid to be {next 
unto Ae:renry) the meſſenver of the 
Gods, there isin that adivine Myſt - 
ry contained, for next ro the Word 
of God , the imace of the World. 
proclaims the power and wiſdome di-* - 
vine, a5 ſings the ſacred Poet, Pal. 
19.1. Cel: eterrant gloriam Det, 
atque opera mainuum ejits indicat 


firmamentum. The Heavens deere 


Bg the 
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the glory of God, and the firma- 
ment ſheweth' rhe works of his 
hands. 

The Nymphs, that is,- the fouls 
of iiving things take great delight in 
Pan, tor thete ſouls are the delights 
or minions of Nature, and thedire- 
Etion or condu&t of thele Nymphs, 
is with great reaſon attributed unto 
Pan , becauſe the ſouls of al! things 
living do follow their natural dil- 
poſitions as their guides, and with 
infinite variety . every one, of them 
after his own faſhion doth leap and 
frisk and dance with inceſſant mo- 
tion about her. The Satyres and S;- 
tent allo, to wit, youth and old age 
are ſome of Pars. followers: for of 
all natural things there is a lively 
zocund, and (as I may fay ) a daun- 
Cing age, and an age again that is 
dull bibling and reeling, The, carria- 
ves. and diſpoſitions of both which 
ages to ſome ſuch as Democritys was 
( that would obſerve them duely ) 


mi oht 
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might peradventure ſecm as ridiculous 
and detormed as the gatnbols of the 
Satyers,or the geſiursofthe SJeng.. 

Of thoſe + tears and terrours 
which Pa# is ſaid to be the Aurthour, 
there may berthis wiſe, conſtruction 
made, namely _, _ That.nature hath 
bred in every living: thing a-kind 
of.care .and feartending, to the pres 
ſervation of its own lite and becing, 
and to the repelling . and ſtunning 
of all things hurtful, And yet. Na- 
ture knows not how to keep a- 
mean, but alwayes intermixos yan 
and empty fears. with. fuch as are 
dicreet” and; profitable : fo that all 
things. (1f their inſides might, bs: 
-_ would appear full of Panicgue 
m6. po but.. men eſpecialy in hard- 

C 


and fearful,. and divers times are 


wonderfully infatuated with ſuperſt;: 
on, which-indeed is nothing elſe bur a; 

Panicque terrour. 
Concerning the audacity of Pun 
in. challenging Cp:zd at wreltling, 
-— the 


E 


F 
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wants no inclication and defire to 


tent unity and agreement of things 
fignified by Cupid , or the God of 
love; And therefote it was a happy. 
turn for men and all things elſe, thar 
_ In' that conflitt Par: was found roo 
weak and overcome... | 


preted his catching of Typhon m a 


ries. happen vaſt, and. unwonted 
rs.. ( as the name. of Typhom. 
imports) either inthe Sea, or in the. 

_ Air, or in the Earth; or elfe-where, 


tricate toil”, and.curb and reftrain, 
| as it wete, With a. Chain bf Ada- 
mant , the exceſles and infolencies 
of thele kind of bodies, | 
But foraſmuch as it: was Pans 
good 


che meaning of it is , that Matter; 
the relapſing and diſſolution of the. 
World into the old Chaos, it her ma- . 


lice and violence were not reſtrain- | 
ed and kept in order, by the prepos.. | 


' To the fame cffe& may be inter. 


net : for howſoever there may ſome- 


yet Nature doth intangle 4n an in- .. 
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200d fortune to find out Ceres as he 
was hunting , and thought little of 

it, Which none of the other Gods 
could do, though they did nothing 
elſe but ſeck her ,.. and that very ſe. 
rioutly., it gives. us this true and 
grave admonition , That we expeCt 
not. to receive things neceſſary ſor 
life.and manners from Philoſophical 
abſtractions ; as from the greater 
Gods albeit they applied themſelves 
to: hv/other ſtudy,bur fromPan,that 
is from diſcreet obſervation; and ex- 
perience , and the univerſal know. 
ledge of the things: of this World, 
whereby ( oftentimeseven by chance; 
and-as it were going a hunting) ſuch 
inventions are lighted upon. 

The quarrel he made with Apollo 
about Mx/ick, and rhe event there- 
of, contains'a wholſome inſtruction, 
which may ſerve to reſtrain mens rea- 
fons and judgements with the reins 
of ſobriety, from boaſting and glo- 
rying in their gitts.. For there ſecms 
to 
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to be atwofold Harmony, or Muſick; 
the one of. . divine providence , 
and the other.- of. humane reaſon. 
Now to the ears- of mortals,. that is 
to. humane judgement , . the  admi- 
niſtration of the world and the 
creatures therein, and. the more {e- 
cret judgements of God, found very 
hard and harſh: which. folly albeitit 
be well fſet.out with Afles ears, 
yet notwithſtanding theſe ears are 
ſecret, and do not openly appear, 
veither is. it perceived or noted as a 
deformity by the. vulgar. _ 
Laſtly, it is gotto be wondredat, 


that there is nothing. attributed, un- * 


to Pan concerning loves, but onley 
of his marriage with Eccho: For the 
World or Natuxe doeth enjoy it 
ſelf, andin it felf all-things elle. 
Now - he-.that loves would enjoy 
ſomething , but -where: there is 
enough there is no place left to de. 
ſire. 'Therefore there can be no wan- 
ton loye in Pan or the world,. nor 


deſire 
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defire+ to obtain any thing ( ſeeing 
he. 1s contented with himielt ) bur 
onely ſpeeches, which (it plain) 
may be intimated by . the . Nymph 
Eccho,or, if more. quaint, by $yri#x. 
It is anexcellent invention, that Par 
or the world is ſaid to made choyſe 
of Eccho onely-(above all, other 
ſpeeches or voices ) for _ his. wife : 
for that alone is true Philoſophy , 
which doth faithfully render the ve- 
ry words of the world, and it is Writ- 
ten no otherwiſe then the World 
doth diCtar, it being nothing elſe 
but the image of retteCtion of it, not 
adding any thing of its own, but 
onely iterates = relounds. It be- 
longs alſq tothe ſufficiency, or per- 
tection of the world that he þegets 
no iſſue: for the world, doth ' gene- 
rate, in reſpect of its parts, but in re- 
ſpect of the whole, how can it gene- 
rate, ſeeing Without it. thexe 1s no 
body? Notwithſtanding all this, the 
tale of that tatling Girle faltred up- 

on 


49 The Wiſdome © #4 


on Pan, may in very deed with 
great reaſon be added to the Fable : 
tor by her. are repreſented thoſe 
vain and idle paradoxes- concerning 
the nature of things which have been 
frequentin all ages , and have filled 
the World with noveltics , fruitleſs 
if. you reſpe&t the matter, change. 
lings if you reſpect the kind, ſome. 
times creating pleaſure, ſometimes te- 
dioufneſs with their over-much prat- 


ling. . 


PERSEUS, or War. - 


Perſcus is Taid to have been em-: -: 


ployed by Paltas for the deſtroy- 
ing of Meduſa , who was very in- 
feſtioys to the Weſtern parts of the 
World, ' and eſpecially about the 
utmoſt Coaſts of Hyherria. A Mon- 
ſterſo dire and horrid, that by her 
only afpe& ſhe turned men into 
ſtones. This Meduſa alone of all 
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the Gorgons was Mortal, the reſt not 
ſubje&t to death. Perſers therefore 
preparing himſelf for this noble en- 
terprize, had arms and piits beſtow. 
ed on him by three of the Gods: 
Mercury gave him wings annexed 
to his heels, Pluto a helmet, Pal 
las a ſhield , and a looking-Glaſs. 
Notwithſtanding (although he were 
thus furniſhed ) he went not di- 
rectly to Meduſa, but -firit to the 
Gree, which by the Mothers fide 
Were i Ic | G hel... 
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| headed , reſembling old women. 


! one tooth among them all, both 
' Which ſhe that had occaſion to go 
; abroad was wont to take with her, 
| and at her return to lay them down 

' again. This eye and tooth they 

; lent ro Perſens: and {ofinding him- 


They had bur only one eye, and 


{elf throughly. farniſhed. for the et 
teCting of is deſign-; haſtens to- 
wards Meduſa. Her he found ſlee. 


ping 
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ping, and yer durſt not preſent him- 
felt with his face rowards her , leſt 
ſhe ſhould awake, but turning his 
head aſide beheld her in Pallas's 
Glals, .and ( by this means Girc- 
Ging:his blow ) cut off her head, 
itom*whoſe blood guſhing out, in- 
itantly came Pegaſus the flying horle. 
Her head thus ſmit off, Dering be- 
{tows on Pallas her Shield, which 
yet rctained this vertue, that whoſo- 
ever ko 


paration and order, that is to be uſed 
in making of War : for the more apt 
and conſiderat undertaking whereof, 
three grave and wholſome Precepts 
(favouring of the wiſdome of Pallas) 
are to be oblerved. 

" Firſt, that men do not much 
trouble themſelves about the- con- 
queſt of neighbour Nations, 4ccing 
car private poſiciſions, and Empires 
are 


ked upon it ſhould become 
þ "M L L | ” We 6 : ſ IAC O] 5 & $349 i, 
| This Fable ſeems to dire the pre- 


| 
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\ 
are enlarged by .difterent means; for 
in the augmentation of private re- 
venues the vicinity of mens. territo- 
rics 1s to be conſidered ; but in. the 
propagation. of publick dominions, 
the occafion and facility of making 
War, and the fruit to be- expected 
ought to be inſtead of vicinity. Cer- 
tainly the Romans what time their 
Conqueſts towards the Weſt , ſcarce 
rcacht beyond Liguria, did yet in 
the Eaft bring all the Provinces as 
ar-as.the Mountain Taurus within 
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mand: and therefore Perſeus, al- 
| though he. were born and bred in 
| the. Faſt, did nor yer refuſe to un- 
dertgke .an expedition even to the 
' uttermoſt bounds of the Welt. 
| Secondly, there muſt be a care 
' had that the motives of War be juſt 
and honourable : for that begets an 


| alacrity, aswell in the Souldiers that 


fight , as in the people that afford 
pay : it draws on and Procurcs aids, 
and 


and com="*4 
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Cf 
aydes, and brings many other com- 


modities bcſ{ides. But there is no pre. 
tence to take up arms more Pious, 
then the ſuppreſſing of Tyranny, un- 
der which yoak the people looſe 
their courage, and are caſt down 
without heart and vigour, as in the 
ſight of Meduſa. 

Thirdly, it is wiſely added ; that 
ſeeing there werethree Gorgons ( by 
which Wars arerepreſented) Perſeus 
undertook her onely that was-mor- 
"EKind of War as" W2 

effected and brought toa a 
purſuing vaſt and endleſs hopes. 

The furniſhing of Perſeus with 
neceſ{aries was that which onely ad- 
vanced his attemprt,and drew fortune 
to be of his ſide: For he had ſpeed 
from Mercury, concealing of his 
counſe!s from Orcus,and Providence 
from Pallas, 

Neither is it without an Allego- 
ry, and that full of matter too, that 
tholc 
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thoſe wings of celerity were faſtened 
to Perſeus his heels, and not to his 
anckles: to his tcet and not to his 
ſhoulders; becauſe ſpeed and celerity 
is required, not ſo much in the firſt 
preparations for War , as in thoſe 
things which ſecond and yecld aid 
to the firſt : for their is no errour in 
War more trequent, then that proſe. 
cutions and ſubſidiary forces do fail 
to anſwer thealacrity of the firſt onſers 

Now tor that helmet which 7 /u- 
fo gave him; powertull ro make men 
inviſible, the moral is plain: But 
that two-fold gift of providence (to 
wit, the ſhield and looking g/alle ) 
is full of moralitie: for that kind of 
providence which like a ſhield avoids 
the force of blowes is nor alone need- 
ful, bur that alſo by which che ſtrength 
and motions, and countels of the 
cnemy arediſcryed, as in the looking 


' glaſſe of Pallas. 


But. Perſens albeit he were ſuffici- 


ently furniſhed with aid and cou- 


rage, 
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rage, yet was he to doone thing of 
ſpecial importance before he entred 
the Liſts with this Monſter, and that 
was to have ſome intelligence with 
the Gree. Thele Greg arc treaſons 
which may be termed-the Siſters of 
War , not deſcended of the ſame 
ſtock, but far unlike in nobility of 
birth ; fo Wars are general and he- 


roical, but Treaſons are bale and ig- 


noble. Their deſcription is elegant; 
for they are ſaid to be gray-headed, 
and like old women from rheir birth, 
by reaſon thar 'Traitors are continu- 
ally vext with cares and trepidati- 
ons, Bur all their ſtrength (before 
they break out into open Rebelli- 
ons ) conſiſts cither in an eye or in 
a tooth; tor every faCtion alienated 
from any State , contemplates and 
bites. Beſides; this eye and tooth 
iS as it were common : for wharſo- 
ever they can learn and know, is 
delivered and carried from one 10 
another by the hands of fation. And 
as 
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2s concerning, the tooth, rhey.do all 
bite alike, and ſing-the ſame ſong, 
ſo that hear one and you hear all. 
_—_ therefore was to deal with 
thele Gree for the love of theireye 
and rooth, Their eye to dilcover, 
their tooth. to ſow. rumors, . aud {tir 
upenvy, and to-moleſt and trouble 
themindsof men. Thele things there. 
fore being thus diſpoſed and prepa- 
red, he addreſſes himſelt to the aCti- 
on.of War, .and ſets upon Meduſa 
as ſhe ſlept: for a wiſe. Captaincwill 
ever .aſlaulr. his enemy when he is 
unprepared and moſt ſecure: and 
then there is good uſe of Paltas her 
Glaſs: For moſt men, before it com- 
eth to the puſh, can acutely pry in- 
to, anddilcern their enemies eſtate : 


' butthe beſt uſe of this Glaſs is in the 


very point of danger,that the manner 
of it may be ſo. conſidered,as that the 


 terror.may not diſcourage, which is 


ſignified :by that looking into - this 
Glaſs with: the face turned from Me. 
duſa. | The 


| 
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The Monſters head being eut off, 
there. follow two effc&ts : The firſt 
«was the procreation. and raiſing of 
Pegaſus, by which may evidently be 
underſtood Fame, that (iying tho. 
row the world) proclaims victary : 
The ſecond is the bearing of -Medu- 
{a's. head in. his Shield,to which there 
is no kind of defence for excellency 
comparable : forthe one famous and 


memorable A&t proſperouſlly efte&ted 


and brought to paſs , doth reſtrain 


the motions and infolencies of enc- 


mics, and makes envy her ſelt ſilens; 


and amazed. 


8. 9% | 
ENDYMION, or 7 Favenr:te. 


It is faid that Lzta was in love 
with the Shepherd Ezd43mzo0n, and 
in a ſtrange and unwoated manner 
bewrayed her affection : torhelying 
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in'« Cave framed by Nature,-under . 


the Mountain Latmms,the oftentames 
deſcend 


 -a$ ifthey "were ignorant'and percei. 
|- Ving nothing, but of a ſtupid-diſpo- 
| ifttion and poſkſt with ſleep, 'yeel- 
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dlctnded from her ſphere to enioy 
his company- as he ſlept,'and after 
ſhe had - kiſſed him aſcended up 
29ain. Yet- notwithſtanding” this 
his idleneſs and ſleepy ſecurity did 


* [ not any way impair his eſtate or for- 


tune: for Luna brought it fo to paſs 
that he alone ( of all the reſt of the 
Shepherds ) had his ffock in - beſt 
plight , and moſt ftruittul. 

This Fable ray have'* retcrenee 
to' the natuze and-'(difpoſition of 
Princes : for they  beeing - full of 
doubts and prone to jealouſie , do 
not eaſily acquaint men of prying 
and curious eyes, © and-as it were of 
Vigilant -and wakctul diſpoſitions, 
with... the fecret humours 'and man- 
ners of their life : bur ſuch rather - as 


-are of - quiet -and obſervant natures, 


ſuffering them to do-whiat they lift 
withour "further -fcanning;” making 


ding 
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ding unto them ſimple obedience, 
-rather then ſlie complemcnts : forit 
pleaſeth Princes now and then ty 
deſcend from their throns of Maje | - 
ſty (like Luna from the ſuperiour 
orb) and laying afide their Robes 
of dignity (which alwayes to be 
.cumbred with, would ſeem a kind 
.of*burthen) familiarly ro converſe 
with men of rhis condition, which 
they think may be done without 
danger ; a quality chiefly noted in 
Tiberins Ceſar, who ( otall others) 
| WasSa Prince moſt ſevere, yet ſuch 
| onely were gracious in his favour, 
'' as being well. acquainted with his 
|| diſpoſition, did yer,,conſ}antly. dil- 
| ſemble as if they knew . nothing, 
'| 'This was the cuſtom alſo of Lews 


the eleventh King of France,, a, cau- 

tious and wily Prince. 

| Neither is it without elegancy. , 

ems Shar the eanfeot Erdymion is mention 

'' ned intheFable, becauſe it ita, thing | 

uſual with ſuch as are the favornne | 
f 
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of Princes , to have certain plcaſant 
retiring . piaces . whither to invite 
them ter recreation both of body 
and mind,* and that without hurr 
or prejudice-to-their fortunes allo. 
And indeed theſe kind of favourites 
are men commonly * well to pals : 
for Princes although peradventure 
they promote them not” cver to pla- 
ces of honour ,-yert do they advance 
them ſufficiently by"their favor and 
countenance neither 'do-they aifect 
them thus onely to ſerve their own 
turn, but wire wont to enrich them 
now and then with great dignity 
and bountics. 


V. 


'THE SISTER OF THE 
GYANTS, or Fame. 


Ir is a -Poetical relation that the 
Giants begotten of ' the Earth made 
War upon Jupiter, and the other 
Gods , -and by the force of lighr- 
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ning they were reſiſted and over. 
thrown. Whercat the Earth being 
excitated to wrath, in revenge of her 
children brought torth Fame , the 
youngeſt Siſter of the Giants. 


Illam, terra parents ira irritata 
: Deor umn 

Extremain (ut perhibeut) Ceo Exe 
celadoque ſororum, 

DProgentutt -—- 

Provok't by wrothful Gods the 
mother Earth 

Gives [ame the Giants youngeſt 

« lifter birth. 


The mcaning of the Fable ſeems 
ro be thus , By the Earth is ſigni- 
fied the nature of the vulgar, alwayes 
ſwoln and malignant, and ſtill broa- 

ching new ſcandals againſt ſuperiors, 
_ and having gotten fir opportunity, 
{lirs up rebels, and ſeditious per{6ns 
that with impious courage. do' mo- 
leſt Princes, and endeayour to ſubyert 
their ellates: bur being ſuppreſt, the 
ſame 
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ſame natural diſpoſition of the peo- 
ple ſtill leaving to the viter ſort, { be- 
ing impatient of peace and tranqui- 
lity ) ſpread rumors, raiſe malicious 
ſlanders, repining whiſperings, inta- 
mous libels, and others of that kind, 
to the detraCtion of them thar are in 
authority : So as rebellious actions, 
and ſeditious reports, ditfer nothing. 
in kind and blood, but as it were in 
Sex only ; the one ſort being Maſcu- 
line, the other Feminine. 


I ©, 


* ACTAON, and PENTHELSS, . 
or ſttirr tous Man] Cure ly” 
The curioſity of Men , in prying. - 
into ſecrets, and covcting with an 
indiſcreet deſire to attain the know- 
ledge of things forbidden, is fet forth 
by the Ancients in two exampies : the 
one of Ateon , the other of Pen. 
thens. | 
Aﬀeon having unawars, and asit 
C 3 WEre 
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were by chance beheld *D:ata na- 
ked, was turned into a Stag, and de- 
voured by his own Dogs. 

And Penthers climing up into a 
tree, with a defire to be a ſpectator 
of the hidden ſacrifices of Bacchus, 
was ſtricken with ſuch. a kind of 
frenzy, as that whatſoever he look't 
upon, he thought it alwayes double, 
ſuppoſing ( among orher things): he 
faw .two Suns , and two Thebes; 
infomuch that running towards 
Thebes, ſpying another Thebes, in- 
itantly rurned back again, and ſo 
kept {till running torward and back- 
ward with perperual unreſt. 
Eumenidumveluti demens vi det 

aomina Pentheus. 
Et Sclem geminum, duptices ſt 
ofteudere Thebas. © 


Pentheus amaz'd doth troygs of 
turies ſpie, 
And Sun and Thebes ſeem 
double to his eye. 


The 
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The firſt of the Fables 'pertdins 
to the ſecrets of Princes : the lecond, 
ro divine myſteries. - For tho!e that: 
are near abourt- Princes, and come 
to the knowledge of ' more ſecrets 
then they woull haye them , do 
certainly incur-* great hatred, And 
therefore ( ſuipecting that they are 
thot at and opportunities watchr for 
their overthrow ).. do lead their 
lives like. Stagges, fearful and full 
of ſuſpition. And it happens oft= 
times thas rkeir Servants, and thoſe 
of their houſhold (to infinuate into 
the: Princes favour.) do accuſe them 
totheir deftruttion:tor againſt whom. - 
ſoever the Princes diſplealure is 
known, look how many ſervants that 
man- hath, and you ſhall find them 
for the moſt part ſo many traytours 
unto him, that his end may: prove te 
be like AtFeons. . 

The other is "the miſery of Pex. 
theus : tor; they thar by the height 


of knowledge and nature in philc- 
ſophy , 
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ſophy, having” clitmed., as-it were, 


into a tree, do with raſh attempts, 
(unmindful of rheir frailty ) pry into | 


the- ſecrets of divine myſteries: and 
are julitly plagued with perpetual 


inconſtancy , and... with -wavering 


and perplexed conceits : for ſcing 


the light of nature is one thing, and 
of grace another, it happens ſo to 
them as it they ſaw rwo Suns. And 
ſeing the actions. of lite, and dc- 
crees of will do depend on the un- 
derſtanding, it follows that they 
doubt, andarc inconſtant no lefs in 
- will then in opinion , and ſon like 
manner 'they. may be: faid to ſee 
two Thebes: for by Thebes ( ſeing 
there- was the habitation and refuge 
of Pentheus) is meant the end. of 
actions. Hence - it - comes:: to'; paſs 
that they know. not whither ' they 
go, bur as diſtratted and unrefolved 
in the ſcope of their intentions, are in 
all things carried abour with fuddtn 
paſſions of themind. / elk 5 

IT, 
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IT. 


ORPHEUS, or Philoſophy. 
common , - had never the for- 


point, it may ſeem to repreſent the 
image of philoſophy : tor the per- 
lon of Orphens ( a man admirable 
and divine, 'and ſo excellently $Kil- 
led in all kind of harmony , that 
with his ſweet raviſhing muſick he 
didas it were charm and allure #t- 
things to follow him) may carry a* 
ſingular deſcription-of philotophy : 
tor the labours of Orphens do lo tar 


nity and efficacy; as the works of wil- 
dome, excel the works. of {ortitude. 
Orphens for the love he bare to 
his wife (ſndtcht as it were fromhim 
by untimely death reſolved to go 


intcrnall powers. Neither were his 
C 5 hopes 


J 
by 


The Tale of Orphens , thougle* 


tune to be fitly applyed in every. 


excced the labours of Hercales,in digs 


- 


down to Hel} with his Harp,” to -* 
try-it he might - obtain her of the * 
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hopes fruſtrated : for having appce 
':d them with the melodious found 
of his voice and touch, prevailed at 
length to far, as that they granted 
him leave to take her away * with 
him, but on this condition thar ſhe 
jheuld follow him, and-he not to 
look back upon. her, till he” came 
to the light of rhe upper World, 
which he (impatient of our 'of love 
and care, any - thinking that. Se was 
in 2 manner. paſt all dar anger) Never- 
theleſſe violated, 'inſomuch' that the 
covenant 1s broken, and ſhe forth- 
with tumbles ..back again head- 
long into hell. From that time Or- 
hers falling into a deep melanchc- 
y became a contemner of women 
kind, and bequeathed himſelf to a 
ſolitary life in the deſerrs, where by 
the , ſame melody of his voice ang 
harp, he firſt drew all manner of 
| wild beaſt unto him, who: £ torget- 

ful of their * ſavage fiercenels , * and 
caſting off rhe precipitate Provoca- 
rions 
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tions Otiuſt and fury, not caring to 
latiat their voracity by hunting at- 
ter prey.) aSata Theater in fawning 
and reconciled: amiry one towards 
another, ſtand all-at the-gaze about 
him, and attenively lend - their cars 
to his Muſick, ' Neither is this all : 
for ſo great was the power and allu- 
ding force of his harmony , that he 
drew the woods, and moved the very, | 
ſtones to come and place themlcives 
in. ag orderly and decent faſhion 2» 
bout him. Theſe things - ſucceeding 
happily and with great admiration 
for a time, at-length certain' Thra- 
can Women. { poſleſt with the ſpi- 
rit-of Bachus)-made-ſuch a horrid 
and ſtrange noiſe with their Cor- 
nets, - that the ſound: of Gr phens barp 
could no more be heard, inſcmuch 
as that Harmony , . which was the 
bond. of that order- and - ſcciety to 
ing diſſolved, all diſorder begaa - 
again ,- and the beaſts ( rcturning to 
their -wonted nature.) purſued ene 
ancther 


60 The IWiſdome ' «+ 

another unto death as betore : nci- 
ther did the trees or {tones retnain 
any longer in their places: and Or. 
phens himſelf was by theſe Female 
Furtes torn in picces, and ſcattered 
all over thedeſart. For whole cruel 


death the River Helicon (lacred to | 
the Muſes )- in horrible/indignation, 
hid-his head under ground, and raif- 


cd it again in another place. .. 

The meaning of this Fable ſeems 
to be thus. Orphens Mulick is of 
two ſorts, the one appeaſing. the-in- 
ternal powers, the othet attracting 
beaſts and trees. .. The firſt may be 
fitly applyed to natural Philoſophy, 
the. ſecond to. moral or civit Dif- 
Cipline. 

The moſt noble work. of natu 
ral Philoſophy , is the. reſtitution 
and renoyation of things corrupti- 
ble,: the other (as a leſſer depree of 
it) thepreſervation of bodies in their 
eltate, detaining them from diſlo- 
lution and . putrefaQtion. ans if 

this 
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« | this gitt my be inmorrals, certainly 


it can be done by no other meais 
then by the due and exquiſite tem- 

of nature,as. by the melody and 
delicate touch of an.Inſtrument. But 
ſcing it is of all things the. moſt dit- 


| ficult, it is feldome-or never -attain. 


| ed unto , andin.all hkelihood for 


no other reaſon, more then tlirough 
curious diligence, and untimely im- 
patience. And therelore Philofo- 
phy - hardly - able” to. praduce fo; ex4 
cellent' an effect, ina penfive humor 
Cand-:not without caule) -buſies her 
telf about humane objects , and by 
perſwaſion and eloquence , infunuas 
tint the love of vertue, . equity, and. 
concord in themindsof men, draws 
multitudes of -people to a lociety, 
makes them ſubject to Laws, obes. 
dient ro Goyernment, and forgetful 
of their unbridled aftections, whilſt 
they pgiye car to precepts, and ſub- 
mir themſelves to diſcipline; whence 


tollows the building of Houſes, ere- 
cting 
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Cting of rowns , and planting, of 
fields and-orchards, with trees and 
the like, inſomuch that it would.nos 
be-amilie to ſay, that even thereby 
ſtones, and woods were called to- 
gether, and ſcrtled in order. And af. 
ter ſerious-triall made and ruſtra- 
red about the reſtoring of a body 
mortal ; ' this care of civil affairs 
follows in his due place : Becaule 
by a plain demonſtration of the 
unevitable necefiity of death, mens 


minds. are-moved. to ſeck, eternity. 


by.the fame and glovy ,of their me- 
rits. It is wiſely allo faid.in the Fa- 
ble, that Orphens was averle irom the 
love of women and marriage , be- 


cauſe. the. .delights oft wedlock and. 


love .of children do for the moſt 
part hinder men.from enterpriſing 
great and noble defignes for the 
"publique. good, holding poſterity .a 
ſufficient ſtep to immortality with- 
out aCtions.. 

Beſides even the very works of wile- 
dome , 
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dome , ( although amongſt all hu- 
mane things they do moſt excel ) 
do neverthe!eTe meer with their 
periods. - For it happens that (atter 
Kingdoms - and - Commons -wealths 
haye- ſlouriſhed-for a time ) even 
turalts , and -*(editions , and 
wars ariſe : in the midſt of which 
burly burlies : firſt laws are- filent , 
men return to the pravity- of their 
natures , fields and - rowns are wa- 
fted and depopnlared, and then, ( it 
their fury - continue ) learning and 
philoſophy muſt needs be dilmem- 
bred, ſo that a few fragments onely, 
and in ſome places will be found 
like the ſcattered Boards of Ship» 
wrack , fo as barbarous ags muſt 
follow; and the ſtreams of - Heli 
cou being hid under the earth until 
( the viciſſitude of things paſling ) 
they break- out - again-- and appeaf 
in ſome orher - remote -- nation ;, 
though not. perhaps in- the- ſame 
Climat. 


8 So * 
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I'Z. 
COELUM, or Beginnings. 


We have it from the Poets by tra- 
dition, that Cz/4um was the ancient. 
elt of the Gods, and that his Mcm- 
bers of Generation were cut oft by 
his Son- S2turn.- Saturn had many 
Children, but devouted them as ſoon 
as they were born. . 7upzter only 


elcapt, who being come to mans e-- 


ſtare, thruſt, $2t#r# his Father into 
Hell, and ſo uſurped the Kingdom, 
Moreoverhe pared oft his Father ge- 
nitals with the ſame taulcheon that 
Saturn dilmembred C@/um,and cailt 
them into the. Sea -,. from whence 
came Venus. Not long aiter this, 
'Zupiter (being ſcarce fetled and con- 
firmed in his Kingdom) was 1avaded 
by two memorable Wars. Ihe firſt 
vt the 77tans, in the ſuppreſiing of 
ay Sot { who alone of all the 
tans favouring FJupiters ide ) 
took exceeding great. pains. "The 
{econd 


J 
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ſecond was of the Giants, whom 7u- 
piter himſelt deſtroyed with thun- 
der-bolts, and ſo all Wars being en- 
ded, he raigned ſecure. 

This Fable ſeems enigmartically to 
ſhew from whenee all things took 
their beginning, not much differing 
from that opinion of Philoſophers, 
which Democritus afterwards Ia- 
boured to maintain, attributing eter- 


- - | nity- to the firſt Matter, and not to 


the World. In which he comes ſome- 
what near the truth of Divine Writ, 
telling us of a huge deformed Mals,. 
before the beginnang of the ſix days 
work.  . 

The meaning of the Fable is this, 
By Celum may be underſtood that 
yaſt concavity, . or vaulted compals 
that comprehends all matter : _- 
Saturn may be. meant the matter 
it ſelf, which rakes from its Pa- 
rent all power of generating : tor the 
univerſality or whole bulk of Mar- 
ter alwaycs remains the ſame, nei- 

ther 


— —————— 
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ther increafing nor” diminiſhing ir 


reſpect of the quality of its nature :- 


But by the divers agitations and mo. 
tions of it were firſt produced imper- 
tet; and ill agreeing compoſitions 
ot things, making as 1t were certain 
worids tor proofs or eſlays, and ſo 
in proceſs of time a pertect Fabrick 
or Structure was framed , which 
ſhould ſtill retain and keep his form. 
And therefore the Government of 
the firſt Age was ſhadowed by the 
Kingdom of Saturn , who for the 
frequent diſſolutions, and ſhort.eon- 
tinuances'of things, © was' aptly fain- 
ed to deyour his Children. - The 
ſucceeding Government was deci- 
phered by the Raign of Jupiter; 
who confined thoſe -continuat mu- 
tations unto Tartarins, a place fig- 
nifying perturbarton. "This place 
ſeems to be- all that middle ſpace 
berwcen the. lower Superficies of 
Heaven, and the Center of the Fartlz 
in which all- perturbation .and- ira- 


gility. 
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vility and mortality- or corruption 
«Jace frequent. During the former 
gencration of things in the time of 
Saturits raign, Venus was not born: 
for fo long as in the univerliality of 
Matter, dilcord was better and more 
prevalent then concord , it Was Nc- 
ceſſary that. there _ſhould be a taral 
diſlolution or mutation, and that in 
the whole Fabrick. . And by this 
kind of Generation were Creatures 
produced before Saturn was depri- 
ved of his genitals. When this ceal- 
ed, that other which is wrought by 
Venus, irmediatly came in, conſiſt- 
ing in ſctled and prevalent concord 
of things, ſa that Mutation ſhould 
be only. in reſpect. of. the parts, the 
univerſal Fabrick remajning whole 
and inviolat. 

Saturn they ſay was depoſed and 
caſt down into Hell:but not deſtroy- 
ed and utterly extinguiſh'd, becauic 
there was an opinion that the warld. 
ſhould relapſe into the old (haos 2nd 
emtcr- 
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interregnum again, which Lucretiny 


prayed might -not happen in his 
time. 
Quod procul a nos, flelFat fortuna 
guberntins. 
Etrattopotius quamvres perſuadeat 
iþ(a. 


Oh guiding providence be gras 


CiOUs, 


That this Dooms-day be tar 


remov'd trom us. 
And grant- that by us itmay be 
expected, 
Rather then on us in our times 


ettccted. 


for afrwand the world ſhould ſub-- 


fiſt by its own quantity and power. 


Yer from the beginning there was 


no reſt : for in the Celcſtiall Regions 
there firſt followed notable mu- 
rations, which by the power 
of the Fun ( predominating over 
ſuperior bodies ) were ſo quieted, 
that the eſtare of the world ſhould be 
conſerved 
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conſerved : and afterward ( in infe- 
riour bodies) by the lupprefling and 
diſſipating of inundations , tem- 
peſts, winds , and gcneral earth- 
quakes, a more peacciuland durable 
agreement and tranquillity of things 
followed.. But ot this fable it ma 

convertibly be ſaid , that the Fable 
contains philoſophy, and philoſo- 
phy again the Fable :For we know 
by faith, that all theſe things are 
nothing elſe but tne long-ſince ceaſing 
and failing Oracles ot Sence, feing 
that both the Mater and Fabrick of 
the world are moſt truely reterred ro 


1a Creator. 


I 3. 
'PROTEUS, or matter. 


"The Potes fay - that Proteus was 
Neptunes Herd-man, a grave Sys 
er, and ſo excellent a Prophet, that 
he might well be termed thrice 


excellent: tor he knew not on!y things 
"Te, 
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to come ; but even things paſt as 
well as preſent , 4o that beſides his 
Skill in Divination, he was the Meſ. 
ſenger and Interpreter of all Anti. 
quitigs and hidden Myſteries. The 
place of his abode was a huge vaſt 
ave, where nis cuſtome was every 
day at noon to count his flock of 
2a-Calves, and then to go to flecp, 
Moreover he that deſired his advice 
in any thing ,. could by no other 
means obtain it, bur by catching him 
1a Manacles , .2nd holding him faſt 
therewith ; who neverthelels to be at 
liberty would turn himſelf into all 
manuer of forms and wonders of na- 
turc, ſometimes into fire, ſometimes 
iato water, ſomctimes into the ſha 
of beaits,and the like, till at length he 
were reſtored to his own torm again. 
This Fable may ſcem - to untold 
the ſecrets of Nature ,.and the pro- 
perties of Mattey. For under the per- 
fon of Protens,the firit Matrer(which 
next to God is the ancientelt thing ) 


may 
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may be reprelemted : for Matter 
dwells in the concavity ot Heaven, 


as in a Cave. 


He is Neptunes bond-mani, becauſe 
the operations and diſpenſations of 
Matter are chiefty exerciſed in liquid 
bodies. 

His Elock or Herd 'ſcems to be 
nothing bur the ordinary Speczes of 
ſenſible creatures, plants, and metals : 
in which Matter ſeems to diffuſe and 
as it, were ſpend it ſelf, ſo that aiter 
the forming .and pericCting of rheſe 


kinds, (having ended as.it wercher 


rask ) ſhe ſeems to fleep and rake 
her reſt, not attempting the compo- 


ſition of any more Speczes. And this 


may be the Moral of Protemxs his 


. counting of his fiock , and of his 


ſleeping. 

. Now this is ſaid to be done, not 
in-the morning, nor in the evening, 
but at noon, to wit at ſuch time as 
is moſt fit, and convenient for the 
perteCting and bringing forth of 

Specees 
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Jpectes out of Matter, ducly prepa- 
red and prediſpoſed, and in the mid. 
dle, as it were, between their begin- 
nings and declinations , which we 
know ſufficiently ( out of the holy 
Hiſtory) to be done about the time 
of the Creation : for then by the 
power of that Divine Word (Pro. 
ducat) Matter at the Creators com- 
mand did congregate it felt ( not 
by ambages or turninos, but inſtant- 
ly) to the production of its work 


into an aCt and conſtitution of Ipe- . 


cies. And thus far haye we the 
Narration of Proter's (free, and un- 
reftrained) rogether ' with his flock 
compleat : for the univerſality” of 
things with their ordinary firu- 
Ctures and compoſitions of Speczes 
bears the face of matter not limited 
and conſtrained , and of the flock 
allo of material beeings. 'Neverthe- 
lefle, if any expert Miniſter of Na- 
ture ſhall encounter Matter by main 
force, vexing, and urging her with 
igtent 


|. 
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intent and 
nothing ; the contrariewife { ſeing 
annihilation and - abſolute deſiru. 
ion cannor be effefted but by rhe 
omnipotency of God) being thus 
caught in the ſtraits of necciſity, 
doth change and turn her ſclt into 
divers ſtrange forms and ſhapes of 
things, ſo thar at kengeh ( by terch» 
ing a circuit, ds it were ).ſhe comes 
to a period, and (if the force conti- 
nue) betakes her ſelf to her tormer 


| being. The reaſon of which con- 


ſtraint or binding will be more fa. 
cile and expedit, it Matter be laid 
hold on by manacles, that is, by ex- 


tremiti1es. 
Now whereas it is fained that PYo. 


Feus was a Propher, well skilled in 


three diflerences of times, it hath an 


excellent agreement with the nature 
of Matter : for it is neceſſary that he 


that will. know the Propane and 


proceedings of Matter, thould com- 
prekend in his underſtanding the ſum 
D of 


Tn 
rpoſe to reduce her to: 
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ot allthings which have been, Which 
arc, or which thall be;:although ng 
knowledge cair extend , fo. far as ty 
fingular and individual beeings. 
holla Jer omni 
I4. 
'$7 


Tu ph - -< oe 't3%, < and. ua | 
MEMNO@N,L&r,a youth goo, 
| forward. | 


F 


HT. 
[ [ 

The Poets fay, that Memmnon was 
the fon of Axrora , who (adori 
ned with 'bcantitul armour}, .and 
animated” with popula 'appiaule) 
c2me to the Trojan war : where 
( in a raſh boldneſs, -- hafting:unto 
and thriſtingafter glory ) he enters 
into ſingie combat with Aches 
rhe valienteſt of all the Greer ans, by 
whoſe powerful hand he was there 
ſlain. Bur Jupiter pitying his de- 
ſtruction, ſent birds to modulat.cer- 
tain lamentable and doletul nots at the 
ſolemnization of his funeral oblequee3. 
Whoſe ſtatue allo ( the Sun re- 


flefting - on it with his- morning 
beams) 


( 


| 
| 
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beams} did vfually (ag (is, re: 


ported) fend forth a mourntul ſoynd. 
', This Fable may be applied ro the 
unfortunat _ deſtinies. of ' hopetu! 
young men, Who: like the ſons ct 
Aurora (puſs. up, with the, glittering 
thew of vanity: and, 'oftenatiqn}) ats 
rempt actions. 4þoxe- their-fixenggh, 
and provoke -:and- preſs the molt va- 
liant Hero's to combat with -them, 
ſo that ( meeting with their over- 
match) are vanguiſhed and deſtroy. 
ed, whoſe untimely death is ott ac- 
companicd with much pity - and 
commileration. For among ail the 
difaiters that cannot happen to mor. 
tals, there is none fo lamentable 
and ſo - powertul to move compaſ- 
ſion -as the flower of *vernic 
cropt with too ſuddain a 'mil- 
chance. Neither hath ir been often 
known «hat men. in tlicir [arg 
years become.-ſo loathloine and odi- 
ous,. .a$ that at their deaths either 
ſorrow 4s ſtiated, or commileration 

D 2 moderatet:' 
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moderated: but thatlamentation and 
mourning do-not only flutter abour 
their obſequies like thoſe tunerall 
birds : but this pitifull commiſers 
tion doth continue for a long ſpace, 
and eſpecially by occaſions and new 
motions, and beginning of great mat- 
rers, as it wefe by - the morning raies 
of the Fu#, their paſſions and de. 
firesare renewed. 


I5. 
TITHONUS , or S::ttety. 


It is elegantly fained that T;thon us 
was the paramour of Aurorg, who 
{geſfirous to enjoy his compatriy ) pe- 
titioned Jupiter that he might never 
die, but (through womaniſh oyer- 
ſight) forgetting to inſert this clauſe 
in her petition, that he might nor 
withal grow-old and feeble, it fol- 
lowed that he was only freed from 
the condition of mortality, but tor 
eld age, that came upon him in a 

| maryelous 


4 
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marvellous and miſerable faihion, 4- 
orccable ro rhe ſtate- of thoſe who 
cannot die, yet every day grow WEa- 
ker and weaker with age. Inſomuch 
that- Zupeter ( in commileration of 
this his miſery). did at length mera- 
morphole him into a Graſhopper. 
This- Fable ſeems to be an in- 
genuous Character or. deſcription 
of pleaſure, which in the beginning, 
andas it were in the moraing ſeems 
to be ſo pleaſant and delighttul that 
men deſire they might enyoy 6c mo- 
nopolize it for ever unto themſelves, 
unmindful of that Saticty and loa- 
thing, which (like old age) will come 
upon them before. they be aware. 
And ſoatlaſt (when the ule of plea- 
ſure leaves men, the delire and affteCtt- 
on not yet yeelding unto death) it 
comes to. pals that men pleaſe them- 
ſelves onely by talking and comme- 
morating thoſe things which brought 
pleaſure unto them in the flowr of. 
their age, which may be obſerved in- 
D3. lIibidinous 


jet full of contemp 
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hbidinous perſons; ahd-alſo in men: 


of Military profeſſions: the one. do. 
hehring in beaſtly-ralk , | the other, 
boaſting ot” their valourous ; deeds; 


like Grathop S, Wholc vigour con- 
filts only in their yoice. 
26. 


JUNO'S SUTOR, or 
Baſeneſs. 


The Poets ſay, that Jupiter toen- 
Joy his luſttul delights, , rook upon 
him- the ſthape- of: ſundry Creatures, 
as ofa Bull, of an Eagle, of a Swan, 
and of a Golden ſhowre : but be- 
ing a Sutor to Fa#no he came in a 
form moſt ignoble and baſe, an ob- 
t and ſcorn, re- 
tembling indeed a miſerable Cuckow, 
weather-beaten with rain and tem- 
peſt, nummed , quaking , anc halt 
dead with cold, noiea6r1 

This Fable is wile, and. a, 8, 
be taken our of the bow cls of Marky 

tY, 


of 


* of the Aitcentt. 79 
lity, the ſenſe of it being this, "I hat 
men boaſt not roo much of thenm- 
ſelves, tfiinkins by oftens2zion of 
their own worth to: mfinuare-them- 
ſelves into” citimation wn -tavour 
with men, the ijuccels ot:luch irto:ts 
tions being tor the- moſt part-mealu+ 
red by the nature and dilpofitien-of 
thoſe to whom men ſue tor . grace : 
Who if of themlclves they be indow- 
efwith no gifts and ornaments of 
nature, but are only of haughty and 
malignant ſpirits (intimated by..the 
perfon of 740) then are Surtors to -* 
know that it is good policy to cmit 
all Kind-of appearance that may any 
way ſhew their own kaſt praiſe-or 
worth : and that they much deceiye - 
themlelyesin taking any orher courſe, 
Neither is it enough to. ſhew..detors 
miry in obſequiouinels, unleſs they 
a:lo appear even abject and bale in 
their very perſons. ,- 

LS - 
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17. 
CUPID, or an MAtome. 


That which the Poets ſay of Ce 
pid or Love cannot properly be 


perfon; and yet the differenceisſuch, 
that (by rezefting the contuſion of 


ceived. 
They fay that Love is the an- 
cjenteſt of all the' Gods, and of all 
; things elſe cxcept Chaos , which 
+ _y hold to be a cotemporary 
with it. Now - as touching Chaos, 
that by the ancients was never dig- 
nified with divine honour, or with 
the title of the God. And as for 
Gove, they abſolutely bring him in 
without a father, only ſome are of 
opinion that he came of an Epge 
which was laid by Nox, aud thaton 
Chaos he begot the Gods and all 
things elſe. There are tour things 
attributed unto him , Perpetual in- 
fancy 


—-a 


attributed to one and the ieclt fame 


aa wa FA an $3 >, 


perlons ) the ſimilitude may be re- 
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fancy , blindneſs, nakedneis, and 
am Archery. There was alſo ano- 


'ther Love which was the youngeit o+- 


the Gods, and he, they ſay, was the 
Son of Venus. On this alſo they be- 
ſtow the attribuces of theelder Love, 
as.in ſome fort well apply uato him... - 
This Fable tends and: looks to » 
the Cradle of Natare. Love ſecmaing - 
to be the appetite or deſire ' of the 
firſt matter ; -:or ( to ſpeak- more 
plain ) the natural. motion of the 
Atome, which is that ancient and 
onely power-thae--tormes and faſhi.- 
ons all things our of Matter, of 
which there 15'no Parent, that-is tn - 
ſay,-no cauſe, ſeing every cauſe js as - 
a Parent'to its effect. Ot this power 
or vertue there canbe no. cauſe .im* 
Nature (as for &oa, we alwayes ex- 
cept him ) fornothing was before ir, 
and therefore no eBcient cauſe of - 
it. . Neither waz there any thing bet- 
ter known to nature, and therefore 
neither Genus nar: Horm. Where- 
| D 5 {ore 
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fore whaticever it is, poſitive 1c 19 
and but incxpreſſible. . Moreover, 
it the manner and: proceeding of it 
were to be conceived , yet coutd .jj 
not be by any .caule ;. ſecin2 that 
( next unto 'God ).it is the cauſe of 
caules ,- 'it felt only Without any 
cauſe. And percharce there is no 
likelyhood, that: the manner it it 
may be contained. or comprehended 
within the narrow: compaiſe of u- 
mane ſearch... Not_without reaſon | 
therefore. it is fained to come. of an 
Egg which was laid by Nox. Cer- 
tainly the divine Philoſophcr grants | 
ſo much, #col. 3411. Cunti2 fect 
zempeſtatibus {uu pulchra, © muti- 
dum tradidit' dilputationibus to- 
F168, ita tamen ut 10# iMUeniat ho- 
7m0.opus, quod operntns eſt Deus, a 
prenceipro ad finem. That is, he hath 
made every.thing beautitul in their 
ſcafons, alſo;he bath fer the world jn 
their mcditagons,yet cannot man find 
out the work that God hah Wrought, 
; rom 
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Gfom thc beginning evcito the Cnc. 
for the Princip. Law of Natbre, or 
power of. this dctire ercared (by 
Go.) in thele parcels of things, {cr 
CORCurring ond m.ccfing toecrher 
( from, whoſe. TCpetitions ar id 10); 
tiplications , all varicty of crcarores 
precceded, and were compoſed 
may dazzle the eyes of mens 1n- 
deritand! 'ngs , and ecypreherided! if 
can. hardiy be! - The Greek ÞÞ*- 
lolophers are obſerved. to be very 
acute and diligent iN {carchin® cvt 


the- mat terial princiy | 42S" - Of chings 


burt-in the - beginnings of in} otivr) 
( wherein conliſ S ail the” Cl, cacy 
ot operatien ) tliey- are negiioens 
and weak , and” 1n this that ve 
hang!e ; they ſeem to be altozether 
blinds and ſammering :- for the Ci- 

nion. of the Perip. etichs CORCMr- 
ning the appetite of Matter cated 
by Privation, is ina manner rethiÞg 

Elie bur. words , which raticr leur d 
then-fionifie any. realty, * , arid thoſe 

a 
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that refer jt unto God, do very well, 

bur then they leap up; they aſcend - 
not by degrees : tor doubtleſs there 
15.0ne chict Law ſubordinat to God, 

in which all natural things concur. . 
and meet, the ſame that in the tore. 
cired Scripture is demonſtrated in 
theſe words. Oprs,- quod opera-., 


trus eft Deus a prencipio uſque 'ad 


fmem , the work that ' God” hath | 


wrought from the beginning cvento 
the end. But Democritus which 
entred more dceply into the conſt- 
deration of this point], after he had 
conceived an Atome with fome ſmall 
dimenſion and form ,. he attributed 
unto it only deſire , or firſt motion 
ſimply or abſolutely , and anorher 
comparatively ., or in reſpe&t : for 
he: thought that all things did pro- 
perly tend tothe center of the world, 
whereof thoſe bodies which were 
more material, deſcended with ſwif- 
ter motion, and thoſe that had leſs 


matter did on the contrary tend up- 
ward. 


* 
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ward... Bur this meditation Was ve- 
ry ſhallow, containing leſs then was 
expedient :- for neither the turning 
of the Celeſtial Bodies in a round, 
nor ſhutring and opening of things 
may ſeem to be reduced or appiied 
to this beginning. Aad as for that 
opinion of Fpicurus concerning the 
caſual declination and agitation of 
the Arome , it is bur a meer toy, 
and a plain evidence , that he was 
ignorant of that point. Ir is there- 
fore more apparent (-then we could 
wiſh ) that this Cup: d or Love re- 
mains as yet clouded under the 
ſhades of Nzght. Now as concer- 
ning his aces : He is clegant- 
ly deſcribed with perpetual jnfan- 
cy or child-hood, becaule compound 


| bodies they ſeem greater and more 


ſtricken in years : Whereas the firſt 


| ſeeds of things or Atomes, they are 


litttle and diminute, and alwayesin 
their infancy. 
He 
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He is a;lo well fained to he naked, 
becaule . all compoun.l bodics to a 
man rightly judging, ſcem to, be ap. 
parclied.and clothed, and nothing to 
be property z4ked but che. tact pagtie 
Clcs oi things...,! 

Concerning his blindneſs, the 
allegorie is tuli of wiſdeme ; for 
this Leve or:Defire ( harſoey crit 
be) {cems to. haye bur little-provi- 
dence, as. dircCiing his pace and 10- 
tion by that Which it Pereciv CS NCA» 
reſt, ct unike bland men that go by 
{celing } More admirab'e then; mult 
tha -chief divine | ProVidence... be, 
which(irgin.things empty and, deſlt- 
tute of . providcace, - and as it: were 
bind) by a conttant Cz fatal law Pro- 
duceth ſo excelient aa order and 
beauty of thitigs. 

The: laſt thing which is attribu- 
ted unto Love is Archery, by which 
1S meant, that Is vertue 1s tuch, as 
that it works upon a diſtant obyect: 
becauſe that whatſoever operats a 


86 


far - | 
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ar-oft, teems to ſhoot, as it were, 
an arrow. . Wherefore whoſceycr 
holds the becing beth of Zomes and 
Vacuity, mult nceds inicr, that the 
yertue of the. Atcme reacheth to a 
diſtant objc<t : for 1t it vicre not fo, 
there couid be no motion at all, 
by reaſon of the interpoſition of 
Pacuiey, bur all things wculd fland 

{tone ſtill, and remain immorveable. 
. Now as touching; that cther-C#- 
pid or Love, he may. well be termed 
the youngeſt of the Gods, becauſe he 
could haye no.. beeing, before the 
conſtitution of Speczes: And in his 
deſfription ,the Allegory . may be 
applied and rraduced to manners : 
Neverthelefle he holds. ſome kind 
of comformiry with the Elder : For 
Venus docth generally itirr up a de- 
ſire of conjunction and. procreation, 
and Cupid her ſon doth apply this 
deſire tro ſome individual nature, fo 
that the general ditpoſition comes 
from Venus, the more cxa&t ſyape- 
thy 
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thy from Cypid,the onederived from 
cauſes more near , the other from 
beginninzs more remote and fatal, 
and as it were from the elder Cu 
pid, of whom every exquifite ſym- 
pathy doth depend. 


IS. 
DIOMEDES, or Leal. 


Diomedes flouriſhing with great 
fame and glory in the Trojan Wars, 
and in high tavour with Pallas , 
was by her inſtigated ( being in- 
deed forwarder then he ſhould have 
been ) not to forbear Venzs a jote, 
if he encountred with her in fight, 
which very boldiy he pertormed, 
wounding her in the right Arm. 
This rooms fact he carried 
clear for a while , and being hono. 
red and renowned for his many he- 
roick deeds :; ar laſt returned into 
his own Countrey , where finding 
himſelf hard beſted with Dome- 

{tick 
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flick troubles , fled into Italy, be- 
taking himſelf ro the proteCtion of 
Forraigners, where in the beginning 
he was fortunate, and royallyenter- 
tained by King Daunus with ſump. 
tuous gitts, raiſing many Statues in 
honour of him throughout his Do- 
minions. But upon the very firſt 
calamity hat hapned unto this Nati- 
oh whereunto he was fled for fuc- 
cour , King Daunus enters into a 
conceit with himſelf that he had en- 
tertained a wicked gueſt into his fa- 
mily, anda man odious to the Gods, 
and an impugner of their Divinity, 
that had dared with his Sword to 
aſſault and wound that Goddeſle , 
whom in their Religion: they held it 
ſacriledge fo ni as tro touch, 
Therefore, that he might a his 
Countreys guilt, (nothing reſpecting 
the duties of hoſpitality , when the 
bonds of Religioa tied him with a 
more reverciad regard ) ſuddenly 
ſlew Diomedes, commanding with- 


all, 
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all,rhat his trophies and ſtatues ſhould 
be aboliihed and deſtroyed+ Neither 
was: it ſafe ro- lament- this-milerable 
deſtinie: But even. his ontanions 
in armes, whileſt -rhey  mouvned-at 
the funecal of their Caprain, and 
fr d.a!lthe places with paints and la- 
mentations, were ſuddenly metamor- 
phoſed into birds - jixe unto Swans, 
who when their death approacherh 
ſing melodious and mourntul 
hymnes. 

'This Fable hath a moſt rare and 
{1m2ularſubject: for in any of the po- 
etical records, wherein the Heroes 
are :mentioned,- we -finde not that 
anyone of 'them, befides Diomedes, 
did *ever with his ſword offer yio- 
lence toany of the Nerties., Andin- 
deed, the Fabie ſeems in him to rc- 
preſet the nature and fortune of 
may wir>-ot. himſelf, doth pro- 
pound and make this as the end of 
all his a&ttons, to worthip fome di- 
vine- power, or to follow ſome {ect 


of :: 
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of Religion ; though 'never ſo vain 
and ſuperſtitious, and with {orce 
and. aries to..detend the fame: For 
airhough ithoſe. bloudy: quarrels .ior 
Religion were enknown. to the An- 
cients, ( the heathen Gods not ha- 
ving ſo much as a touch ct that jea- 
louſic, which 1s an attribute of the 
true- God)-yet. the wiſedome-of the 
ancient times ſeem to be fo copi- 
ousand full, as that, whar was not 
known by experience, was yet 
comprehended by meditation and 


fictions. 'They then that; endeavour, 


to reform and convince any ſec of 
Religion, ( though vain , corrupt 
and - infamous ; ſhadowed by. the 
perſonel Verus)::not by the foree ; of 
agrument, land | ddQrine, .and holi- 
neſs of life and by the weight of ex- 
amples and authority,. ! bur 'labour 
to extirpat -ang rect. it out by fire 
and ſword, ane tortures, are :11.cous 
raged,i6m.y:be,thcreunte by, Pallis, 
thatis by the acrity of Praderce and 

{cyerity 
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feverity of judgement, by whoſe vi- 


gour and efficacy, they ſee into the 
taifiry and vanity of theſe errours. - 


And by this their hatred of pravity, 
and good zeal to Religion , they 
purchaſe to themſelves great glory, 
and by the vulgar ( to whom no- 
thing moderat can be grateful })- are 
eſteemed and honoured as the only 
fupporters of truth and Religion, 


Wizn others ſeem to he luke-warm, . 


and tull of fear.. Yet this glory and. 
happineſs doth ſeidome. endure ro 


the end , ſeeing every: violent pros 


| Iperity , if it prevent not alteration 


by an untimely death, grows to be. 
unproſperous. at laſt ; For if it hap-i 


pen -that by» a-change of Govern= 
ment -this - baniſhed and depreſfied 
Se&t gerſtrengch, and fo bear up a- 
g4in, then theſe zealous men1o fierce 
in oppoſition before , are condem- 
ned, their very names are hatetul, 


and all their glory ends in — 
n 
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In that Dr/omedes is ſaid -to be 
murthered by his Hoaſt,it gives us to 
underſtand that the difference of Re- 
lifion breeds deceit and treachery, 
even among neareſt acquaintance. 

Now in that lamentation and 
mourning was not tolerated but pu- 
niſhed 7 it puts us in mind, that let 
there be never ſo nefarious an a 
done, yet there is ſome place jett tor 
commileration and pity, that even 
thoſe that hate offences, ſhouid yer 
in Humanity commilerat offen- 
ders, and piry their diſtreis, it be- 
ing the extremity of evil, when 
Mercy is got fuftered to- have com- 
merte with miſery. Yea even in the 
cauſe as well of Religion as impiety, 
many men may- be noted and'ob. 


* ſerved to haye been compaſltonare. 


Bur on the contrary the complaints 
and moans of D:omedes followers, 
that is, of men of the ſame ſe&and 
opinion are wont- to be f{hrill' and 


loud, like Swans , or the Birds of 
Diamedes. 
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Driomedes.”. in whomaltb thatpart 
ot-rthe-allegory--1s excellent-ro figni- 
fie, thar the taft words of thofe that 
ſuiter death: for Religion like the 
ſoags of dying Swans, do won. 
dercully work upon the minds of 
men , and ſtrike and remain a long 
time in their.ſenſes and memories. *, 


L9. 
DADALUS, or Mec/;czirz gue. 


Mechanical  wiſdome , and ! ins 
duſtry, and in it ualawtul ici 
ence perverted to. wron? ends, 

is thadowed by the Ancients under 
che perion of Degalus, a man-il- 
genious, bur exccrable, | his De- 
datus (tor murthering his tellow- 
ſeryant' that emulated him,) being 
baniſhed , was kindly, a Bees: 


(-during his exile ) in many Gitics, 


ind Princes Courts : for. indeed; he 
was the raiſer and builder of many 
gooGy Nructures, as well in honour 


of 
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of the Gods, as tor the beauty; and 
magnificence. of, Cizits j atx1; other 


-publick places :: bus; for his workgof 


miſchiet he is moſt notorious. .. It is 
he which framed that Engine which 
Paliphae uledete fatisfic her lult ih 
companying with a Bull, fo that by 
this his wretched, induſtry. and, per- 
niciqous device, that, Monſter A{;x0- 
tar (the deſtruftion of fo many 
hopetul youths) took. his accur- 
ſed:angd” infamous, beginning, and 
ſiygying rogoyexand increale ' one 
mitclyet: with another, for the ſecu- 
tity and-preſervation. of this. Mon» 
ſter, he inyented and huilt a Laby- 
ripth,. 2 work for intent ,and-.ule 
molt: - nefarious -,and ,wicked ,, tor 
Skill and workmanſhip tamous and 
excelent. Afterward that he might 
Bot be noted ; oniy+ tor , Works of 
milchief :-\- bur be fought aiter as 
well tox. remedies, as tor initru- 
ments of deſtruction ;;, he was the 
Author ot that ingenious device 

concerning 
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concerning the clew of threed, by 
which the Labyriath was made paſ. 
fable without any let. This Deda- 
Ins was perſecuted by Mz#os with 
oreat ſeverity, diligence, and inquiry, 
but he alwayes found the means to 
avoid and eſcape his tyranny. Laſtly 
he taught 'his fon Icaras to tlie , 
but the noiſe in oftenation of his 
art ſoaring too high; tell into the Sea, 
and was drowned. 

The parible ' ſeems -to be thus : 
In the beginning of it may be noted 
that kin] envy or emulation that 
lodgeth and wonderfully ſwaies and 
domineers amongſt excellent arti- 
ficers , there being no kind of peo- 
ple more *reciprecally”” tormented 
with bitter and deadly hatred then 
they. 

The baniſhment alſo of . De- 
dalus ( a puniſhmenr t inflicted on 
him againſt the rules of policy and 
providence) is Worth the noting : 


tor Artificers haye this prerogative 
to 
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:t0 find entertainment and 'welcome 
-in all Copntreys, fo that exile toafn 
excellent Workman tan hardly be 
termed a puniſhment, whereas other 
conditions and ſtates of lite can 
ſcarce live out of: their own Coun- 
trey, The admiration of Articiters 
is propagated and increaſt in torrain 
and ſtrange Nations , ſeing it 1s a 
natural and- in-bred diſpoſition of 
men to value their own Countrey- 
men (1nreſpeCt of Mechanical works) 
leſs then ſtrangers. 
Concerning the uſe of Mechani- 
cal Arts, -that which tohows is 
Plain.” ''The life of man is much 
beholding to them, fſeing mary 
things (-conducing to the ornament 
of Religion , to the grace of «civil 
Diſcipline , and to rhe beautitying 
of all humane kind ) are extracted 
our of their treafuries : and yet not- 
withſtanding from -the fame Maga- 
21ne or' Store-houſe 'are produced 
inſtruments both'of luſt and _ 

"4 -E or 
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tor to omit rhe: wiles of . bands) we 
well know how far exquiſite poi- 
Jons, warlike engines, - and ſuch 
tkemilſchiets (the efkets of Mecha- 
nical inventions) do .excecd - rhe 
Ablnotaur himfelt an malignity and. - 
lavage cruclty. oe 

Moreover, that of the Zabyrinth 
1s an excellent Allegory, whereby is 
thadowed the nature of Mecha- 
nical ſcicnccs-: for ail ſuch handic- 
Craft works as as are more ingenious 
and accurate, may be compared 
0 a Labyriath jn reſpect of ſubtilty 
and divers intricat paſlages, and in 
other plain reſemblances, which by 
the cye of judgement can hardly be 
guided ang diſcerned, but. onely by 
The line of experience. 

Neirher is it impertinently added 
that he which invented the intricar' 
nooks ot the Labyrinth, did - alfo 
thew the commodxy of the clue: for 
Mecinanical arts are of ambiguous 
uſe, !crying as well for hurt. as ter re- 


medy, 


* of the Ancients. *99 
Taedy, and they have in a manner 
power both to looſe and bind them- 
{cives. 

Unlawful trades, and ſo by- con- 
ſequence arrs themſelves are often 
pertecuted by Afznos, that is by 
laws, which do condemn them, 
and prohibit men to ule them. Ne- 
 yertheicts they arc hid and retained 
cyery wherc, finding lurking holes, 
and places of receipt , which was 
well obletved by Txcitas of the Max 
thematicians and figure flingers of 
his time in athingnot much unlike; 
Gentts (inquit):hommum gnod itt ar- 
uitate noſtra ſemper © retinebituy 
& vetabitur. Thereisa kind obmen 
(faith he) that willalwaysabiede in our 
city though always forbildetAnd yer 
notwithſtanding unlawtul and curi- 
ous arts of what kind ſoever, in tract 
of time, when they cannot perform 
what they promile, do fall from the 
good opinion that was held of them 
no otherwiſe then Icarus fell down 
E 2 from 


| 
| 
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F:om the skies) they grow.to- be con- 
temned and ſcorned, and fo periſh 
by too much oftentatiqn. And to ſay 
the truth, they are not ſo happily re- 
{trained by the reins of Law, as be- 


.Wrayed by their own yanity. 


20, 


1 


-ERICTHONIDS,- or Tmpoſtuve. 


The Poets fable thar, /; wlcan ſol 
licited Anerva'tos her Virginity, 


_ and impaticnt of denjal with an in- 
Hamed defire offered her violence, bur 
12, ſtrupling his Seed fell upon the 


ground, whereot.came £74(7Thotiis, 


whole body from the middle upward 


. was of a comely and apt proportion, 
yr his thighs and legs like .the tail 
.of anFEel, ſmallana deformed. To 


which Monſirofity he being conſci.. 
ous, became the firſt inyeator of. the 
ule of Charjots, whereby that part 
of his body which was well propor- 
tiohed might be ſcen, and the other: 

which 


o —— —_— zi 
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which-was ugly and uncomely might 
be hid. | 

This ſtrange and prodigious ft-+" 
fion 'may ſeem to ſhew , rhat Arr- 
which (tor the great uſe it hath of 
fire”) is ſhadowed by Vulcan ,-- 
although it labour by much ſtriving ©. 
with corporcal ſubſtances to force - 
Nature, and to make her ſubjcct to - 
it ( ſhe being for her induſtrious -- 
works rightly repreſented by Mz. 
nevwa) yert-leldome ornever attains - 
the end it aims at , but withimuch*- 
ado and preat pains (wreſtling as 1t! - 
were with her ) comes ſhort of its 
purpoſe, and produceth” certain im- - 
perteC&t births and lame works , fair 
to the eye, but weak and detetive 
in uſe with'many Impoſtors ( with 
much ſubrilry and deceit) ſerto view, 
and carry abour, as-it Were, in- ttt- - 
umph, as may for the moſt part be' 
noted in Chymical productions, and - 
other Mechanical fubtilries and no- - 
yeltics, .clpecially-when (rather pro-'- 

E :3:: ſecuting 
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ſecuting rheir,jntent, rhen reclining 
their errors)they rather ſtrive to ovezs 
come nature by torce, then ſue for her 
embracements by due obſcquioulgels 
and obſeryancc. 


21. 
DEUCALION, or Reſt;tutron:- 


_ - The Poets ſay, that (the people 
of the old world being deſtroyed 
by a general deluge ) Deucalion and. 


£irrha were only left alive ; who. 


praying with. fervent and zealous 
devotion, . thatgthey might know by 
what meaps te xcpair mankind : 
had anſwer from an Oracle * that 
they ſhould . obtain what they dc- 
fired, if taking- thg-, bones of their 
mother they: caſt them behind their 
backs , which at, firſt ſtruck them 
with great aryazment and deſpair, 
ſeing, (all rhings being defaced by the 
ffood) it would be an endleſs work 
to find their mothers ſepulchre, bur, 
, at 
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ar length rhey-. underſtood that by 
bones the ſtones of. rhe carth ( ſcing 
the-carth was the mother of all things) J 
were ſignifyed by the Oracie. 

- This -Fable- ſeems to- reveal a ſe- 
cret of :Nature, and to. correct an ct- 
rour familiar to mens conceipts: for 
through. want -of Knowledge , men 
think: that-rhings may rake renov a= 
tion'aud-reſtauration from their pu- 
trefaction and dregs;' no otherwiſe 
thea the Phenix from: the aſhes; 
which in no-cale can beadmited, (e- 
ing ſuch kind ot .marcrials,whewthey» 
lave fulfillettheir periods, afe unapr; - 
for the beginnings at-ſuch things : we 
muſt theretore . look; back;cto more- 
common Principles: 5, 


4 4  -_ 


? _ 
Le, «# - #* ; 
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"© Kijis-; or the P; ic ftlge- 
©, of rhyngs. 4 
Newe/is is, fad” to be a Godick - 
veacrable unco/All, bur to REceared 
of - 


aw 
of none-bur- Potentates}. and for-. 
runes {ayourites. - She'-is choughr. 
to be the Daughter of Ocea#ns and. 
Shee is Ppourtrayed. © witly 


The Wiſdame | 


Nox. 


wings on her ſhoulders , and on her 


head a Coronet; bearing mm _her right 
hand a javelin of Aſh, and in her. 


left a Pitcher with the fimilitudes of 


Ethiopians engraven on it : and 


laſtly ſhe is deicribed-ſitting on a Hart. 

The Parable may be thus un- 
folded. Her name Nemeſis doth 
lainly.fignifie Reyenge or. Retris 


ution, her office and-adminiſtration... 


being (like x Tribune of the people) 


ro hinder the conſtant and perpetual. 
{elicity of happy men, and xo inter... 
poſe her word, veto, I forbid the cons. 
rinuance of it, that is, not onely to. 


chaſtiſe infolency , but to intermix 


proſperity (though harmleſs and in. 


a mean) +with ' the viciſfirudes of 
adverſity, as if it were a cuſtome, 


that no mortal man thould be ad.. 
titted to the Tible'of the Gods bur - 


for 


of the Auciente. r0F7; 
for ſport; Truely when: I read that” 
Chapter, wherfin C1125 Pins 


_ hath colle&ed his misfortunes and: 


miſeries of Aiguſins Ceſar, whom - 
of all nzen-I rhoughr the moſy hap- *- 
Py, who had allo a kind of Art ro- 
ule-ang injoy, his fortune ,- and. in 
whoſe mind might, be notted. neither * - 
pride, nos lightneſs, nor nicene!s, nor 
diſorder; :nor-'melancholy ( as that 
ye chad appointed a timeto die of his 
Wn - accord ) I then' deemed. this 
Goddeſs. to be -preat ard powerful, 
0 -whoſcaiter. ſo worthy a-tacrifice as 
Hs was drawn: - I 

The Parents of this Goddets: 
were Oceattus and Nox, thatis:thewi- þ 
citfitade of things, ard. divine judg- 
ment obſeure and-lecret ;;tor the. al-- 
reration of , things are aftly* repre- 
ſented by rhe Sea, tt re{p<X of the 
continual” ebbing” and flowing of-- ©: 
it-: and hidden providence is welt 
fer forth by the Night: for every the* - 
nocturnal :Nemeſ;s ( ſecing humane 
E:5.. judgement -* 


FOG The I s(dome- 


judzement difters,much from divine), 
was fcriouſly obſcrued by the Hea-, 


then. 
Virgit. Ancid, lib. 2 
wen arit © Riphens juſtif 18 
ans, 
Out fuit ex Teucrs, © ſervat- 
tt /ſumus equi, 
Dit aliter UtſiUMcom— 


That day by Greckiſh force was 
Riphens ſlain, 

So juit and ſtrict obſerver of the 

= * 8 

AS Troy within her Walls did nar 
contain | 

A better man: YerGod then good 
it. faw. 


She is deſcrjbed with” wings, be 
cauſe the changes of thihgs are fg 
ſudden, as tha tligy are ſeen, beforc 
foreſeen; for in the Records" of ail 
ages, we find it for the moſt part 
true, the. gorcat Potentates, and wiſe 
cn 
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men have penfh > oa hoſe misf6% 
rfics which- they mott .coaremned, 
as _ be obſerved" int: Murcas (ice 

, who beirtg admonithed: ly De- - 
eons Brutus of Oct. us C favs ys 
pocritical- friendthio, - aad! hollow 
heartedneſs towards himiy! returns 
this anſwer; To waters, Br *'Aul8, [ts 
cat debeo, ame,- 90d 5ualguicquid 
eſt Hngarums me ferve. 2s Liſts F- 
muſt"ever acknowledwe my ſeit (dear © 
Brutus ) beholdingxodhee, inlovc; 
torithar thou haſt ibemfoicmareiul to 
acquaint: meayttly thaohich Leſtecn 
biit as 4 neetle6\canly r6-be doubt» - 
66. - 


Nemſas is tis [add with "1% 
Cori »2\16t, -to ſhew: the envious and. 
alignant diſpaſiou. of . ths vulgar. - 
tor when fortuiics tayorites and grea:-. 
Potevrates..came to, Nync ,- thenedo- 
tie common pcople xcjoicc , ſerting; 
as it were a Crow upon the Ic: Ni 
OE FCYCARC: |. | 

The Javelin in her right hand 'ocii.rs” 


tod.,-.; - --.. The Wiſdome 
at thoſe, whomſhe atyally: ſtrikes -. 
and pierceth'. thorow...; - 


And' before thole, : whows. ſhe dou... 
{troyesnodin their calamity and mil-.. 


| fortune, ſhe-ever preſegts thas black . 


and difinal oettacke in her left hand : 


for.queſtjonleſs ro net ſitting, as-it .. 
were, apo the pingc}g..of ptoſpert. 
ty, the thoughts of death. and-pain--. 


tulneſs of ficknels.i and. ,, misfortunes, 
perfidiouſnels. ,pf friends, treachery 
of foes; change ofiſtage, and ſuch: like, 
ſcem as ugly: to the! ye of their me» 
ditations;as thoſe: Ethropiuns pictus 
red in Nemeſis her Pitcher. Virg: ln 
deſcribing; the battel of - Ati , 
ſpeaks thus clegantly; of C; leopat a.” 


Regina in metliis 'patrio votat Ag. 


mitta fiſtro, '' 5 
Nec dum etram geminos a 'rergo 
 veſpacit aVgues. Ks 6. 


The Queen amid{t this hurly bur... 


ly ſtands, 
And with her Country Tirabrel 
calls her bands;.. Not 


* 
, 
Hn. —— 
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q 


of the Ancients. 188 IOG:* 
Not ſpyjng yet where craw1'd be- 
_. hind her back - | DOE 
Two: deadly Snakes with venom. 
{peckled. black. | 


* Bur not long after, which way ſoe-- 
ver ſhe rurncd, troops of Erhicptans 
wets ſtilt before her eyes. 

' Laſtly, it is wiſely added, that Ne. 
eſs rides upon an Hart, becauſe a. 
Hart is a moſt lively creature. Ang.. 


| Albeir it may, be, that ſuch as arecur. 


off by death in their youth, prevent. 
and thun the power of Nemeſis, 
yet doubtleſs fuch, whoſe proſperity. . 
and power continue long,/are made . | 
ſubje& unto her, and 1y as: it'wers.... | 
trodden utder her feet: .. 


Fe. 

ACHELOUS, or Battel. © 

Ir is a Fable of antiquity, that- 

when. Hercules and Achelons ny 
rivals contended for the marriage 0 


Leiatttra, the matter drew them to- 


'4 
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combat, wherein Arhelous took ws 
poh him many*divcrfe ſhapes, foro 
was it in his power To do-,” and a- 
monoſt orhiers, transforming himſelf 
into the likeneſs 'of x furrous-wilde 
Bull., . aſlaults Hercules, and pro- 
vokes him to fight. But Hercules for 
all this, ſticking ro his old limane 
form, couragiouſly encounters hin, 
and fo the. combat goes roundly._on. 
Butthis was the eyent; that Herrge 
les tore. away cc of the Pulls horns, 
wherewith.hc being mightily daurited 
and grieved, to ranſome his horn a+ 
gain, :was contented to-give Hereus 
tes in exchange thereof, the Atenh 
theant horn;. or: (ortucopya. 

This Fabk. bath relation unto rhe 
expeditions of War, tor the Prepi- 
rations thereof on: the defenſive part 
(which expreſt 1n-the perlon. ot A 
chelous ) 18 very diverle and uncer- 
tain. But theinvading patty is moſt 
commonly ot one fore; and that ves 
ry ſingle; confiſtins of 'ar- Army by 
land 


| 
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land, or perhaps of a Navy by Sea. 
Ft for a King that in his-own let» 
ritories expects an enemy , Iris cc- 
caſions -are infinite. © -He fortifies 
Towns, he atlembles men ont of the: 
Countreys and . Villages, he- railetiy 
Cittadels , .. he builds: and © breaks 
down Bridges, he diſpoferh Garrts 
{6ns, and Þlaceth Troops of Souldiers 
on paſſages of Rivers;:- on Ports, om 
Mountains, an4 ambuthes in Woods, 
and 1s buſted with-a-nwlritude of ©» 
ther dircCtions, inſomuch that every 
day he preſcribeth new forms and. 
orders , and then art laſt having ace - 
commodated all things compkat tor 
deftence.,. he then rightly repreſents 
the form .and 'manner.of a -ficrce 
fiehring Bill. On-the - other ſide; _ 
the invader his greateſt care is, the/ 
tear to be diftre  ——_ 

a | 
cnemics ) Countrey. And: theretore 
eftc4s<hiefly rohaſten on battel: for 
if it ſhould happen that after a field: 
Y | fought” 
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tought, he proye the victor, and. as-- 
i. were break, the horn 'of the Ene-! 


my, then certainly thus. follows that 
his enemy being {tricken with terror 
and abaſed inhis reputation, preſently 
bewrays his weaknels, and ſceking to 
repairhis lols,.. rctires himſelf roſome 


itrong, hold, abandoning to the Con. 


querour the ſpoil. and.ſack. of his 
Country. and Cities: - which may well 


be termed atype of the, Amailltar «| 


tr WT 


horn.. 
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- DIONYSUS, or: £.:fhwns. 


| They fay that Serme/, e, Tupjtters 
Sweetheart . { baying ... bound her 
aramour by. an irrevocable. oath 
to .grant.. her one requeſt. which: 


the would. require) delired that he . 
would accompany her. ia the ſame. 


form, wherein he accompanied. 7u-- 
No : Which granting ( as not able 


to deny ) it came to-pals that the. 
miſcrable . 


— 
— 


—_ ad. an wa dt... 


p_ 
— 


tt a ad. an wk ad... 


_ of the Atcients. © Tay 
miſerable” werich was” burfe' with” 
lightning. Bur the infant which ſhe; 
bare in her womb, Jupiter the Fas / 
ther 'rook out; and kept ir in a pgaſly - 
which he cut' in” his thigh, till the 
moneths - wero' .compleat that it 
ſhould be born. . This burden made. 
Fupiter ſomewhat to limp, whefe->, 


| upon. the child {becauſe it was hea- 


vy and troubleſome to its Father, 
while it-lay in his thigh) was called 
Dionyſus; Being born, it - was-com- 
mitted to Proſerpitta tor ſome: years 
tobe -nurs'd, and-being grown up, 
it had ſuch a maiden face, as that a 
mar'could hardly judge whether it 
were a boy or a girle. He was dead 
alfo, and buried tor a time, bur af- 
terward revived. Being bur a youth 
tie invented, and taught rhe plan». 
ting and dreſfing of Vines, the ma- 
king alſo and uſe of Wine, tot whicly- 
becomming famous and renowned, 
he' ſubjugated-the world, . even to 
the uttermoſt bottnds of [nd;a. He 


rode 
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redec in a-Chariot drawn with T:- 
gers. There danc'd about him: ecr- 
tain deformed .hobgoblins called Co- 
bal:, Aer at 45; and others, yea-cven 
the Mulcs alio were ſome of his:fql- 


lowers. He took-to-wite Ariadne, 


forlaken and left. by Theſeus. The 
trce ſacred unto him was the Tvze, 
He was held the inventor-and 1niti- 
tutor of vacrifices, aid 'Ceremonics, 
and full ot corruption -and. cruelty. 
He had power to ſtrike men with 
tury or madneſs ; for it is.reported, 
that at the celebration of his Ori- 
gics., two famous Worthies:, Pen- 
theus and Orpheus were torn in 
pieces . by certain frantick Women, 
the one becauſe he got upon a tree 
to behold their ceremonies in theſe 
Sacrifices,. the other for making mc- 
lody with his Harp... And for his 
gelts,, they are in a manner the ſame 

with Zupzters. 
There is ſuch execllent morality 
coucht'in this Fable ,. as that. Moral 
Piilolopby 
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Philoſophy affords not better: for 


under.the perſon of Bacchus is-de- 
{cribcd the nature. of affection, pal- 
ſion ,, or perturbation , .the mother 
of which ( though never ſo hurtful 
is nothing elſc bur the. object of. ap-- 
parent good in the eyes of Appetite. . 
And it .is alwayes conceived 11. an 
unlawful defire ra{hly propounded. 
and obtained ,, betore well under- 
itood .and. conſidered , and when-,it 
begins to grow. , the Mother of .it, 
which is the. deſire of apparent 
good by too much fervency is d&- 
{troyed and periſheth : Neverthe- 
leſs ( whillt it is yet an impertect 
Embrio) it is nouriſhed and preſcr- 
ved in the humane ſoul, (which. is 
AS it were a father unto. it , and.re- 
preſented by Zzp:iter) bur eſpecially 
in the inferiour part thereof, as in. a 
thigh, where allo it cauſeth ſo,nuch 
trouble and vexation, as. that good 
ueterminarions . and., aCtions. are 
much hindered and lamed thereby, 


and 
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and wheti it comes to be confirmed- 


by conſent and habite , and breaks 
our, as it were into act, it remains 


yet a while, with Proſerpins as with 


a Naurfte, thar is, it ſeeks corners and 
leeret places, and, as it were, caves 
under ground, until ( the reins of 
thame and fear being laid aſide in 
2 pampered audaciouſneſs ) it cithes 
takes the pretext of ſome vertue, or 


becomes altogether impudent aad- 


ſhamelefs. And it is moit true, that: 
cyery vehement paſſion is of a doubt- 


ful 1ex., - as being maſculine in the- 
firſt motion, but teminine in proſe-— 


cution. | 

Bacchus his reviving : for paſſions 
do ſometimes ſeem to be in a dead 
fleep, and as it were. utterly extinct, 
but we ſhould not think them to be 


ſo indeed, no, though they lay, as it - 


were, in their grave; for, let there 


be but matter and opportunity, offer. 
ed, and you {hall ſee. them Jury. 
The: 


£0 revive again. 


It is an excellent fiction that of. 
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"The invention. ot Wine is wittily 


.aſcribed unto him , every affection 


being ingenious and skilful in finding 
out that which brings nouriſhment 
unto it : And indeed of all things 


known-to-men , Wine is moſt pow- 


criul and efficacious to excite and 
kindle paſlions of what kind 1cever, 
as being in a manner, a common 
Nurle to them all. 420 

Again his conquering of Nations, 


and undertaking infinite expeditions 


iS an elegant device; For defire ne» 


- ver reſts content with what it hath, 


bug with an infinite and unfatiable 
appetite. ſtill. covets and gapes atter 


 - | More. 


His Chariot alſo is well ſaid to be 
drawn by Tigers : for as foon as 
any affection thall from going a-foor, 


be advanc'd'toride in a Charior, and 


jhall captivate reaſon ,? and lead her 
in a triumph, it grows cruel , un 
tamed, and fierce, againſt wharſoc- 


ver withſtands or oppolſerh it. : 
l 
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Itis wortlr the notting allo, that choſe 
ridiculous hobgoblins are brouglh 
in, dancing about his Charior : tor 
eV ery paſſion doth caule, in the eyes, 
ace, and geſture, certain undecent, 
and. ill-ſeeming, apiſh, and detormed 
motions, ſo that rhey who-in any 
kind of paſſion, as in anger, arro- 
Fancy, or loye, ſeem glorious and 
brave in their owneycs, do yet appear 
to-others mis/happcn and ridiculous. 

ſn that the Mulcs are faid to be 
of his company, it ſhews -that there 
31S no attection almoſt which ts not 
ſoothed by ſome Art. wherein the 
indulgence of wirs doth derogate 
from the glory of the Mules, 'who 
( when they ought to be rhe miſtrel- 
les of life) are "made the v aiting 
maids .of affections. 

Again, where Bacchns is {aid to 
have loved Ariadne, that was rejc- 
cted by Theſeas; it is an Allegory of 
ſvecial oblicrvyation : for it is moſt 
ccrtain, that patlions .aiwayes co- 
| VCT 
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Fet and defire that which experi- 


ence forſakes, and they all - know 
(who have paid dear for ferving 
and obeying their iwlts-) that whe- 
ther 4t' be honour, or-riches, or de- 
light, or glory, or knowledge, or 
any-thing elle which they ſcek af- 


ter, yet arc they but -things caſt off, 


and by divers men in all ages, aftcr 
experience had,-utterly reected and 
loathed, 

Neither is it without a -myſtery, 
that the I2ze was faered to Bacchus: 
{or the application holds, firſt ; in 
that the Tuie remains green in win- 
ter. Secondly, in that it ſticks too; 
embraceth, and overtoppeth ſo many 
divcrs bodies, as trees, walls, andedi- 
fices. Touching the firſt, every paſ- 
{fon doth by reſiſtance, and retuQa- 
tion,and as it were; by an Autipari. 
flaſes( like the:Tve. of the cold of win- 
ter,) grow freſhand-luity. And as for” 
the other eycry predominat- affeCti- 
no doth again (like the Tuze)embrace 

| and 
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.and limit, all-humaneaQtionsandde- 
terminations, ' adhering, and-cleaving 
faſt untothem.' *, | ooh 
Neitheris it awonder, that ſuper- 
{titious rites and ceremonics Were ab- 
Tributed'unto: Bacchus, 1cing every 
giddy-hcaded humor keeps in a matt 
acr , Reveb-rout in falſe Religions :: 
or that the cauſe of, magnels thquld 
be aſcribed unto him, ſejng, every ab- 
tection is by nature- a jhort tury, 
which (if it gro\y yehement, and be- 
come habitual ) concludes madnels. : 

Concerning the rending and dil 
membring of Pentbeus and Orphes» 
25: the parable is plain,tor.every prey 
valcnt afieCtion is outragious and ie» 
vere againſt curious; inquiry, - and 
wholſome,and freeadmonition. 

_ Laſtly , that confuſion of 7upi- 
ter. and Bacchns, their perſons may 
be. well transferred t0'a Paxable, ſec- 
ing .noble and. famous acts, and 
remarkable and glorious 'merits . 
do .fometimes precegd; ircm roloy 
| an 
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and well ordere ed reaſon, and magna- 
nimty, and {ometimes froin a ſecret 
affection, and hidden paſſion, which 
are ſo dignified with the celebrity of 
fame and glory, that a mancan hard- 
ly diſtinguiſh berween the acts of 
Bacchrs, andthe geſts of Inpiier. 


25. 
ATALANTA, or G71. 


Atalanta who was reputed tv 
excel in ſwiftnels, wouid needs 
challenge Hzppomenes at a match 
in running, The conditions - of 
the Prize were theſe : That if Hrp- 


pomenes won the race, he ſhould 


elpoule Atalanta; It he were out- 
run, that then he ſhould tortcir 
his lis e, and in the opinion of all, 
the victory was thought aſſured of 
Atalantas ſide, being famous as 
ſhe was for her matchleſs and ins - 
conquerab!e ipced , whereby ſhe 


had been the*>ane of many. -I{7ppz- 


F -MEHUCS 
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menes theretore berhinks him, how | 
'ro deceive: her by a trick, and in 
"that regard : provides three golden 
apples, or balls which he- purpoſc- 
ly carried about him. The ; race is 
Þcgun , and Atalanta petsia-good 
ftart- before him. He ſeeing * him- 
ielt rhus caſt hchind, being mind- 
. fal of his device, throws one of 
his Golden Balls bekore her , - and 
ver not outright, but ſomewhat of 
the one fide, both to make her lin- 
ger, and allo to draw her out of the 
right courſe: ſhe out of a - woma- 
niſh deſire, ( being thus enticed 
with the beauty cf the Golden Ap- 
ple) leaving her direct race, runs 
aſide, and ſtoops to catch the Ball : 
Hippomenes the while holds on his 
.courle, getting thereby a great ſtarr, 
and leaves her behind him : But the 
by her own natural ſwiftneſs re- 
covers her loſt time, and pers betore 
him again. But H:ppomenes {till con- 
Hgues hisſleight, and both mo 
an 
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and third times caſt out his Bals, 
thoſe enticing delays ; and fo by 


craft and not by his aftivity wins tlic 


—_ 


race and victorie. 

This Fable ſeems allegoricaily 
to demonſtrate a notable conflict 
berween Art and Nature: for Art 
(ſignified by Atalanta) in its work 
(if it be not letted end hindred ) is 
tar more {witt then Nature, morc 


| ſpecdy in pace ; asd ſooner attains 


the cnd it -aims at, Which -15 mant- 
feſt almoſt in every effe&t : As you 
may ſee infruit-trces, whereot thole 
that grow of -a kernel- arc long ere 
they bear, but ſuch as are gratred 
on a ſtock a great deal 1ooner. 
You may (ce ir in Clay, which itn 
the generation of ſtones, is long ere 
ir become hard, but in the burging 
of Bricks, is very quickly effected. 
Alfo in moral paſſages you may 
obſcrye, that it is a long time ere 
(by che benefir of Nature ) ſorrow 
can be aſlwaged and comtort attai- 

'F's ned, 
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ned, whereas Ph loſophy (which is, 
as it were, art of living ) tarriesnot 
the leiſure of time, but doth it in- 
itantly, anc] out of hand ; And yet 
this prerocative and Gngu! ar woiliry 
of Artis hindred by .ccxt2in golden 
'app:cs, to the infinic prejudice of 
humane proceeding: tor - there is 
not any one Axt or Sggence which 
conſtantly pericvercs ina true and 
jawiul courſe, - till it .come to the 
propoſed end or mark : but ever 
2nd anone makes ſtops, aiter good 
beginnings, leaves the racc, and turns 
aſide to profit. and commodity like 
Atalanta. 


Declinat curſus, aurumyue WV 


lubile totlit. 


"Who doth her courſe forlake, 
*The rolling gold to: take. 


And therefore it is no avonder that 
Art hach not the power to. conquer 
Nature, and by pact or law ofcon- 
queſt, to kilt and deſtroy.her ; but = 
the 
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the contrary, it falls out, that Art 
becoms ſubjeX to Nature, and yeelds 
the obedicnce. as of a wiſe to her huſ 


band. 
26. 


PROMETHEUS, or the State 
of mail. 


The Ancients deliver, that Pos 
metheus made a man of Clay, 
mixt with certain parcels UCiker/ 
itrom divers animals, who ſt:dying 
to maintain this his work by Art. 
(that he might not be accounted a - 
founder onely, but a propagatour of: 
humane kind) ſtoll up ro heaven 
with a bundle of twigs, which he 
kindling at the Chariot of the Sung. 
came down again, and commu 
nicated it with men : Ani yet they 
ſay , thar (notwithſtanding this Cx" 
cellent work of his) he was requi-- 
tec with ingratitude, in a treacic-- 
rous conſpracy : For they accule;l 


Ei both 
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both him and his invention tro 7:4 
prter,. which was not ſo taken as 
was meet it ſhould, for the informa- 
tion was pleaſing tro 7#pzter andall | 
the Gods. And therefore in a mer- 
ry mood, granted- unto men , not 
onely the = of fire, but perpetual 
youth alſo, a boon moſt accepta- 
ble and defireable. They being, as 
ir-were, overjoyed, did foalithly lay 
mis gitt of the Gods upon the back. | 
of an afſe, who being wonderful. 
by oppreſt -with thirſt ; and neer a 
tountain , was told by a Serpent, 
( which had the cuſtody thercof .; 
that he ſhould not drink, unleſs 
he would promiſe to give him the 
| burden that was on his back. The 
{ filly Afſe accepted the condition, 
and ſo the reſtauration of youth 
(ſold fora draught-of. water ) palt 
trom men, to Serpents. But Prome- 
#hers full of malice, being reconci- 
ted unto men, after they were tru- 
ſtrated of cheiz. gift, but ina chats 
yet 
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yet with Zupzter, tcared not to uie: 
deccit in Sacrifice : tor having kit- 
led &wo Bulls, and in one of their 
hides wraptup the fleſh and far ot- 
them both, and in the other onely 
the bones, with a great ſhew of re- 
livious devorion, gave Jupiter his 
choiſe;.. who ( deteſting his fraud 
and hypocrifie, but taking an oc-- 
caſion- of revenge ) choſe that that 
was {tuft with bones, and ſo turning. -. 
to revenge (when he ſaw that the - 
inlolency of Prometheus would not 
be repreſſed, but by laying ſome 
grievous affliction upon ' mankinde, *: 
in the . forming of which, he ſo 
much brazged and boaſted) com- 
manded Vulcan, to frame a goodly 
beautitul woman .. which” - being 
done, every_ one. of the' Gods be- -- 
ſtowed a pift on -her ; whereuport 
jhe was called Pandora. To this 
woman they gave in her hand, a 
goodiy Box, full of all miſcriesand 
calanuties, oacly in the bottom of 


a * 
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it, they put Hope, With this Box 
{the comes firſt to Prometheus, think- 
ing to catch him, it peradventure, 
he ſhould accepr it at her hands ,. ' 
and ſo openit : which he neverthe.. * 
leſs, with good providence and: * 
torelight cetuled. Whereupon jhe | 
gocs to Epimethens ( who, though. 
brother to Prometheus, yet was of a. 
much differing difpoſition )) and of- 
ters this Box unto him, who, with-. 
our. delay, took it; and raſhly ope.. 
ned it, but when he taw thar all 
Kind of miſeries came fluttering a. 
bout his ears, being wile too late, . | 
with great ſpeed and earneſt indea-. 
vour, clapt on the cover, and fo, | 
with -much ado, rerained Fpe fit-: | 
ting alone in the bottom. Ar laſt 
Fupiter laying many and grievous 
crimes toPromethens his charge ( as 
namely that he had ſtolen fire trom 
Heaven, that in contempt of his 
Mazjclty., be facrificed a Lults hide 
{iuit with bones, that he ſcorntully 
l. reiccted 


% 
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rezc&tcd his pitt, an.| , beſides all this 
that he offered violence to Pallas) 


caſt him into chaines, and dcom'd - 
' him to perpetual torment: and by 
Tupiters command, was brought to » 


the mouncain Cancaſus, ang there 


bound faſt ro apillar thar he eould- 
not ſtirr ; there came an Eagle al. - 
lo, that every day fate tyring upon * 
his liver, and waked it, but as muctr / 
as was eaten in the day, grew again 


inthe night, that manter for tormear 
to work upon might: neyer decay. 


Bur yer, they-fay, there was ancut- 


of this punitkment : tor Hzrcales 


croſſing rhe -Occan ina Cup, which -- 
the Sun» gave. him,-eame tor Coreg” 
ſas, and fer Prometheus arhberty, by 


ſhooting the- Eagle with att arrow. 
Moreover» jn ſome Nations: there 


were inſtituted in the hovvur of Fre- + 
meth?us,. certain' games of Lamp--' 
bears , in which they- that {trived-: 


for the prize, were wont to- carry 


torches hehecd 4 which - whoſo ſul. - 
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124 


Rt 
= 


bh, 7X 


©. 


fered to go out, ycelded the- pics | 
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and victory to thoſe that tollowed, 
and fo caſt back themlcives, ſo 


that whoſoever came firlt to. the | 


mark with his torch burning, got 
the prizc. 

This Fabledetmonſtrates and prel- 
ſeth many true and grave ſpeaulatis 
ons, wherein ſome things have. bcen 
heretofore well - noted, others not ſo 
much as touchr. 

Prometheus doth -cleerly and 
elegantly Gignifie Providence: Forin 
the univerlality- of Nature, the ta- 
bricque and conſtitution of Man 
onely was by the Ancients pickt our 
and choſen, and attributed unto 
Providettce, as a peculiar work, 
The reaſon of it ſcems- to be., nor 


onely in that the nature of man is | 
capable of a mihd and underſtan- | 


ding, which is the feat of Provss 
dence, and therefore it would ſeem 


{trange and incredible that the rea» | 


fon and--mind ſhould ſo proceed | 


and 
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2rd flow from dumb and deaf” 
priaciples, as that it f|;culd neceſia- 
rily be concluded, the ſoul of ma. - 
to be indued with ' providence, not 
without the cxample, intention, 'and 


' ſtamp of a greater providence. But 


this alſo is chiefly propounded, that 
man is 26-it were - the center of 1h& 
world, in reſpeCt of final cauſes, 10 
that ifman. were not in ature, al 
things" would ſeem to fliray and 


wander without purpoſe, and l:ke 


ſcattered branches (Cas. they fay ) 


Without inclination to their end *: 


for all things attend. on man, ana tic 


makes ule- of, and-gathers fruit frem -- 
all creatures. : for the revolutions 
and. periods of St:rts make” beth 
tor the - diſtin&tions of times; and. 
the diſtribution of the” "werlds 1.46. 
Meteers alio are" referred to ihe 
Prelages of tempeits*: and” winds are 
ordained, as well for Navigation, as 
for turning of Mills; 'and other ert- 
gines < and plants ,- and- animals ct 
wide 
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what kind ſocyer, are uſcful cither- 
for mens houics, and places of ſhelter, 
or for:raiment, orfor food, or medi - 
cine , or for cale of Labor, or ina word . 
ior delight & ſolace, ſothatallthings.. 
ſeem to work , not for themſelves ,... 
but for man, .. 
Neither is it added. without con--. 
fideration, that : certain particles- 
were taken from divers living crea- 
tures, and mixt and rempered with.. 
that clayiemaſic, becauſe it is moſt 
true that of, all thingy -comprehen-... 
ded within the.. compaſs of the uni-. 
verſe, Man is a thing moſt mixt and... 
compounded, inſomuch:;.that he was . 
well termed by the Ancients, A lit-. 
tle world : for. although the (hy .. 
micgues. do, with too much curio--. 
ſity, take and reſt the eleganey* of 
this word (Mzcrocoſme ) to the let- 
ter, contending to find in man all 
minerals, all vegetables, and the reit, 
or any thing that holds proportion, . 
with. they, yet this propoſition re- -. | 
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mains ſound and whole, thatThe 


body of man,.of all material becinas,... 
is: ftound to be moſt compounded, 
aud moſt organical, whereby it is in-- 
dued and furniſhed with moſt admi--- 
rable yertues and faculties. And as for 
ſimple bodies, their powers are not . 
many, though certain and violent,-as 
exiſting without being weakned, di--- 
miniſhed, or itented by mixture: for © 
the multiplicity and excellency of 0. 
peration have-their reſidence in mix--- 
ture and compoſition, and yet never 
theleſs, man in his originals, ſeems 
to be a thing unarmed, and naked, 
and unable ro help it felt, as need. - 
ing.the aid of many things; . there» | 
tore. 'Prometheus made haſte to find 
out fire, which ſuppeditates and yields. 
comtort and help, in a manner, i 
all humane wants and neccſſities: ſo 
that if the Soul be the form of 
forms,and if the hand be the jnſtru-- 
ment of inſtruments ; fire delerves. 


well to be called the ſuccour-of ſuc- 
cours, 
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it cours, or the help of helps , which 


infinite.wayes afjards aid and alli- 
{tance.to all labours and Mechanical 
Arts, and to the Sciences themlſclves, 

The manner .ot {tealing . this fire 
is aptly deſcribed,-even trom the na» 
ture .of the thing : It was, as they ſay, 
by .a bundle of twigs held to touch 
the Chariot of the Sun ; .tor twigs 
are uſed. in giving þlows. or ſtripes, 
to ſignifie cleariy ., that fire... is in» 


gendred. by the violent percuſſion, ' 


and mutual. colliſion of bodics,. by ' 


which their- material. ſubſtances are 
attenuated. and ſet.in.motion , and 
prepared toreceive the heat: or-influ. 
ence. of the. heavenly bodies , and 
ſo in a clandeſtine manner, and as it 
were,by ſtealth, may be ſaid to take 
and ſnatch fire from the Chariot of 
the gun. 

There follows - next. a. remark- 
able.part of the Parable, That men 
in ſtead of gratulation, and thank 
giving.,. Were. angry, and expoſtula- 


ted 


_— 


| 


| 
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ted the matter with PrometheFmn- 


ſomuch..that they accuſed both him 
and his invention unto 7xpter, 
which was fo acceptable unto him, 


that he augmented rheir former com- 


modities with a new bounty. Seems 
it not ſtrange , that ingratitude tos 
wards the Author of a Benefit ( a 
vice, that in a manner, contains all 
other vices) ſhould find ſuch approy 
bation and reward 2.. No, it ſecms tq 
be otherwiſe : for the mcaning of the 
Allegory is this, "That mens out-crics 
upon the defeCtts of Nature and Art, 
yroceed, from an excellent diſpoſiti- 
on of the. mind,. and turn to ther 
good,. whercas the ſilencing of them 
15 hateful to the Gods,and redounds 
nor ſo much to their profit: For they 
that. . infinitly.  exto] humane nature, 
or .the knowledge. they poſleſle, 
breaking out, into a prodigal admis 
ration of that they have and tte 
Joy,.adoripg allg thoſe ſciences they 
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- periect ; they do firft of all 
ſhew lirtic rcvezence to the divine 
nature,by equal:zzing , in a manner, 
their own detects with Gods pcrie- 
tion; Again, they are wonderiul 


they have attaincd- the highelt ſtep 
of knowledge ( reſting themlelves 
contented ) ſeek no further. On 
the contrary , ſuch as bring nature 


ons and Bills of complaint againſt 
them , are indced ot more true and 
moderate judceinents : for they are 
ever in action , iceking alwayes to 
find out new inventions. - Which 
makes me lo much to wonder ar rhe 
fooliſh and inconſigerate dilpoſts 
tions of fome men , who ( making 
theraſelves bond ſlaves to the arro- 
gancy of a few _ have the Philoſo. 


wiſdome , and that but a ſmall cne 
neither) 


S, Would have them be.ac-+ 


iyurious -to men-,.. by imagining . 


and-Art to the Par. with acculati-- 
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neither) in ſo great eſteem , War 
they hold it, not only an unprofi- 
table , but a ſuſpicious, and almoſt. 
Hainous thing , to lay any imputati-- 
on of impcricCtion upon it. I ap- 
prove rather of Empedocles his opi- 
nion , ( who like a mad-man, and 
of Democritus his judgement, who 
with great moderation compiained 
how that all things were involved 
ma miſt ) that we knew nothing, 
thar we diſcerned nothing , rhar. 
trurh was drowned in the depths 
of obſcurity , and that falle things 


| were wonderfully joyned and inter- 


mixt with true (as tor the new Aca- 
demy that exceeded all- meaſure ) 
then of the confident and pronun-- 
ciative School of Ariftotle. Let 
men theretcre be admonithed , rhar 
by acknowledging the imperteCti- 
ons of Nature and Art, they are 
grateful to the Gods, and ſhall there. 
by. obtain new benefits and preater 


fayours at. their bountitul bands, 


and 
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TIWc accuſation. of Promethers 
their Author and Maſter , ( though 
bitter and vchement ) will conduce 
more to their profit , then to be ct- 
fuſe in the congratulation of his in- 
vention. for in a word, the opinion 
of having enough, is to be accoun- 
ted one of the ercateſt cauſes. of ha- 
ving, too little. 

Now as touc ching the kind of pift 
which men are ſaid to have received 
in reward of their accuſation ( to 
Wit,an. cver fading flower of yourh ) 
it is to ſhow, that the Ancients ſeem- 
ed not to delpair of attaining the. 
Skill by..means and medicines, to 
put.oft old age, and to prolong lite, 
but this to be aumbred rather a- 
mong ſuch things. as ( having been 
once happily attained unto ) are 
now through mens negligence. and 
carcieſneſs, utterly perihed and loit; | 
then among ſuch as have been al. 
WayCs denied., and never orantec|: 
For they ſignific and ſhew, rhat by 
aftording 
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affording the true uſe of firc; 
by good and . ſtern. accuſation and- 
conviction of the errours- of Art, 
the divine bounty is not wanting 
unto men in the obtaining of fuck: 
gifts, but men are wanting to them- - 
ſelves inlaying this gift of rhe Gods 
upon the back of a filly. and flow-. 
paced Als, which may.ſcem to be. 
Expericnce, a {lupid thing, and tull 
of delay : from whoſe leaſurely and- 
Snail-like pace , proceeds that com- 
plaint of lifes brevity, and Arts; 
length: And, to ſay. the. truth, I anr 
of this opinion, that thoſe two fa- 
culties Dogmatica! and Empiricat,: 
are not as yet well joyned and cou- 
pled together , but as new gifts of 
the Gods impoſed either upoa Phi 
lolophical. abſtraftions, as upon #» 
flying Bird, or upon flow and du)l 
Expericnceas upon an Als. And yet, 
me thinks, I would not intcrtain an 
11] conccit of this Afs, if it meet nat 
tor the accidents of rrayel and thirſt: 
for 
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ſtantly gocs on , by the conduct of 
experience, as by a certain rule and 
method, andnot covers to meet with 
ſuon experiments by the way , as 
con:luce, either to gain or oftenta- 
tion (to obtain which, he mult be 
fain to ly down and icll this burden) 
may prove no unfit Porter to bear 
this new addition of divine munitt- 
CEnce. 
Now, in that this gift is ſaid to 
paſle from men to ſerpents, it may 
{cem to bee added ro the Fable tor 
ornaments ſake in a manner, unleſle 


having the uſe of that Ccleſtial fire, 
and ot fo many Arts, are not ableto 
get unto themſelves ſuch things as 
Nature - it felt beſlows upon many 
other creatures. 

But that ſudden reconciliation of 
men to Prometheus; atter they were 
{ro!trated of their hopes , contains 
a profitable and wile note, ſhewing 


TWMm perſwaded, that whoſo con- 


it were inſerted to ſhame men, that. 
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the levity and temerity of me! 
experiments : for it they have not 
preicar fuccels antwerable ro their 
expeQarion, with roo ſudden haſte 
del.it from that they began, and with 
precipitancy returning -to their icr- 
mer experiments., are reconcited to 
-them again. 

The fate of man in reſpect of 
Arts, and fuch thines as concern 
the jntelie&t , being now deſcribed , 
the Parable paſieth to Religion : For 
after the pianting of Arts , foilows 
the tctting of Divine Principles , 
which hypocriſie hath over-ſpread 
and polluted. By that twofold Sz. 
crifics therefore is elegantly ſha. 
dowed our, the perions of a true re- 
ligious man and .an hypecrite. In 


the one is contained tatnefs , which 


( by reaſon of the inflammarion and 
fumes thereot) is called the portion 
of God, 'by which his affection and 
zeal (rending to Gods glory , and 
akcnding towards Hcaven) 1s {ins 


fied, 


found - that 
Fleſh. 
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n-him alſo-are contained-the 
.Bowels of Charity , -and in him 1s 
good and wholclome 
Whereas in the other, -there 
ts nothing burt.dry aud naked bones, 
which nevertheleſs do ſtuft up-the 
Hide , and make it appear like a 
tair and goodly Sacrifice : By this 
may well be meant thoſe external 
and vain Rites, and empty Cerc- 
monies by which men do oppreſle 
and fill up the ſincere worſhip of 
God , things compoſed rather for 
oſtentation rhen any way condu- 
cing to truc piety. Neither do they 
hold it ſufficicat ro offer ſuch mock- 
ſacrifices. unco God, except they al- 
ſo lay them before him, as it he had 
choſenand beſpoke them. Certain- 
ly the Prophet in the perlon of God, 
doth thus expoſtulate concerning this 
choiſe, Ia. 58.5. Num tandem hoc 
eſt :Nlud jejunium, quod ELEGI, ut 
momo attimam ſuam itt diem unum 
afflieat , & caput inſtar juncee de- 
mittat? 
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-mitat ? Isit ſuch a faſt that 
choſen, that a man ſhould affli&t his 
ſou! for a day , and to bow down 
'his head like a Bull-ruſh. 

Having now touch'd the ftate of 


SP 
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, 

> | \Religion , the Parable converts it 
: | felftothemanners and conditions of 
3 | humane life. And it is a common, 
| | bur apt interpretation, by Pandcra 
« | to be meant pleaſure and voluptuoul- 
> | neſs, which ( when the civil life is 
f | -pampered with too much Art, and 


culture, and ſuperfluity ) is inger- 
dred, as it were, by the efficacy of 
"| fire, and therefore the work of vo- 
. | "juptuouſneſs is attributed-unto Vu. 
tan , who allo himlelt- doth repre- 
| | +ſent fire. From this do infinite mi- 
- | ſeries, together with- too late repen- 
, | tance, preceed. and overflow the 
3 | minds and bodies and fortunes of 
* | men, and that not only -in- reſpect 
of particlar Eſtates , but even over 
| | :Kingdomes and Common-wealths : 
Þ tor. from - this fountain -haye _ 
an 
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Mults, and tyrannics dcriyed 
their original. 

Bur it would be worth the labour. 
to conſider how elegantly and pro- 
Pertionably this Fable doth dcliniat 
two conditions, or ( asI may lay ) 
tyo Tables or Exampics of humane 
life, under theperſonsof Promethe. 
as and Epamerhens: tor they that 
are of Fjzmethens his ſect, are im- 
provident, not foreiceing what may 
come to pals hercaiter , eſteeming 
that beſt which fecmes.moſt ſweet 
for the preſent : wheace it happens 
that they are overtaken with many 
miſerics , difficuitics and ca» 


lamities, and fo lead their lives |: 


almoſt in perpetual affliction , 
but yer notwithſtanding they pleaſe 
their fancy, and out of ignorance 
of the patlages of rhings, do cnter- 
tain many Vain hopcs in their 
mind, whereby they ſometimes ( as 


with ſweet dreams) folace them- | 


ſelves, and fivecten the miſerics of 
tacir 
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*their life, But they that are 
theas - tis fchollers, are men endliec 
with prudence, forlecing: things r6 
-come warily, ſhunning and avoi- 
ding many evils and misfortunes. 
Pur ito theſe - their good properties 
they'. have this*alſo'-annexed, that 
*they deprive themlelves, and de. 
fraud their Genzns of many lawful 
' pleaſures, -and divers recreations, 
-and ( which is woric) they vexand 
'torment themſelves with cares'and 
'troubles- and inteſtine fears': For 
being - chained to the pillar of nc- 
*eclſiry, they are afflicted with innu- 
merab!le” eogitations (which becauſe 
theyarevery ſwift, may be-fitly com- 
pared to an Fagle) and-tholc griping; 
and, as it were, gnawing and devou- 
ring the liver, unleſs ſometimes, as 
it were by night,itinay be they era 
lictle recxeation and cale of mind, but: 
ſo, as that they are again ſuddenly af. 
faulted with freſh anxieties and fears. 
Fherefore this benefit happens 
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| very. few. of either. conditt- 
Onvthat they ſhould retain the: com- 
modities of providence, and free 
themlelyes from the milerjes of care 
and perturbation : neither indeed 
£40 any attainunto- it, but by-the at- 
{:itance of Hercules, that is,tortirude 
nc configncy of mind, which1s pre- 
pared for every event, and.armed in 
all tortunges, torſecing withour fear, 
enjoying without loathing, and ſut- 


tering without impatience. It is 


zvorth the noting allo, that this ver- 
rue was not natural to Promethens, 
but adventitial and from the indul- 
gence of another.: for no.in-bred and 


natural fortitude is able tro encoun- 


fer With theſe miſeries. Moreover 
this vertue was received and brought 
unto him from .the remotelt part of 
the Ocean, and trom the Sun, that 
is, from- wildome as from the Sun, 
and from the meditation .of incon- 
{tancy , or of the waters of humane 
life, as fromthe ſailing upon the O- 
| ; ccan, 
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cean, Which two, V';rgs1 MI 
.conjoyned in thele verſes. 


Felix qni potuit rerum cogtoſcere 
cauſas : | 
Quiq; metus omnes,%S inexoratile 
fatum | 
Subjectt pedibus, ſirepitumque A- 


cherotttis avaArts. 


Happy is he that knows the 
-caule of-things, 

And that with-dauntleſs courage 
treads-upon 

All fear and Fates relentleſs threat- 
nINgS, 


-And greedy throat-of- roaring A. 
. cheron. 


Morcover, it is elegantly added 
for the conſolation 'and confirma. 
tion of mens minds, that: this noble 
Fleroe croſt the Ocean ina Cup or 
Pan, leſt peradyenture, they 
might too much fear . that the 
{traits and. frailty of theirnature will 

G2 nct 
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Capable of rlis-tortitude-and 
conflancy. Of which yery thing Se. 
neca well conccived when he laid, 


A.renum ft habere ([imul fragalita- 


' tem hominis &) ſecuritat em Dei.l[t is 


a great matter tor humane frailty and 
divine ſecurity to be one and. the felt 
{amctimc,in cnc & the ſelf ſameſubject 

But now we arc to fttep back a 
little to that, which by premedita- 


tion we palt oyer, Jeſt a* breach 


thould he mage in thole things that 


- \were ſo linkt rogcrher, That .there- 


fore which I could rouch here is 
that laſt crime imputed to, Frome- 
theus, aboutyegking td bereave 217. 


 nervaof her virginity: for. queſtion- 
leſs, it was this Cn on 
- brought that puniſhment of deyou- 
.ring his liver upon. him : which is 


nothing elſe but-to ſhew, that when' 


we are puft up with-much leatning 


and ſcience, they go about often- 
times, to make even divine Oractes 
lubje&t ro ſ:nſe and reaſon; whence: 
molt 
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moſt: certainly follows a 
diſtraction , and reſtlc!s gr FR. 
the mind ;;we muſt theretore with a 
ſober: and-humblc judgement dittin- 
ouiſh--berween humanity and divi-- 
nity, and between the Oracies of 
ſenle, and the myſterics of faith, un- 
lels. an. heretical religion , and a 
commentitious phuoſophy be pica- 
ſttig -uaro. us. 

Laſtly, ir- remains -that..-we ſay 
ſomething of the. games of 7rome- 
thens periormed with burning; tor- 
ches; which. again hath reference 
to arts and. ſciences, as that . fire, in 
whoſe - memory. and . celebration , 
theſe games were inſtituted , andirt 
containes init a moſt wiſe admoni- 
tion, that - the/perte&ion ot ſciences 
is- to be... cxpetted from ſucceſſion, 
16t.. from. the nimblnels and 
promptneſs of one only . authour : 
tor they that arc mimbleſt in courle, 
atnd ſtrongeſt in + contention , yct 
happily haye nat..the tuck ro kee 
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n their torch ; ſeing it: 
De as well extinguiſhed by run-. 
ning too faſt, as by going too tlow. 
And this running and... contending. 
with lamps, ſeems long ſince to: 
be intermitted, ſeing all Sciences. 
ſeem eyen now to flouriſhmoſt in. 
their -firit Authors, Arzſtotle, Ga-. 
tene,Euclid,and Ptalomie,lucceſiion, 
having neither effe&ed, nor almoſt. 
attempted any great matter. It were 
therefore to be. wiſhed, . that theſe . 
games in . honour-of Prometheus or : 
humane nature were again reſtored... 
and that matters ſhould. receive ſuc-. 
cels by combat and emulation, and 
not hang upon any one mans ſpark- 
ling and ſhaking torch. Men there-. 
fore are to be admoniſhed to rouſe. 
up their ſpirits, and try their ſtrengths 
and turns, and not refer all to the 
Opinions and brains of a few. 

And thus have I delivered that 
which I thought - good to obſerye. 


out of this ſo well known and. com>. 
mon 
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mon Fable; and-yet Fwil 
but that there may be ſome tUNMY 
in it, which have an admirable con- 
ſent with the myſteries of Chriſtian 
religion, and- eſpecially that failin;y 
of Hercules in a-Cup ( to ſer Pro- 
metheus at liberty ) ſeems to repre- 
fent an image of the divine Word 
comming in tlethas in a frail veſſel: 
toredeem An from the ſlavery of 
Hell. Bur I have interdicted my pen. 
all liberty in this kind, Jeſt I ſhould uie-- 
ranec fire at the Altar of the Lord, 


27. 


SCYLLA ani ICARUS, oy the- 
Middle-way. 


Medocrity or the  Middle-way 
it moſt commended in morat 
actions, in contemplative Scicn- - 
ccs- not ſo celebrated, though no 
leſs. profitable and commodious : 
But. in political imployments ro be- 
ulcd . with -great heed- and-. judge-- 
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. >d.to- Icarus, noted the me- 


diocrity of. manners : and by the 


way between J:y//2 and Charybdis 
( fo famous for difftculty and dan- 
ger) the mediocrity ot intelleQtual 
operations, * 4 Rin 

| Jcarus being to croſs the ſea by 
flight, was commanded by his Fa- 
ther thar he ſhould-flie neither roo 
high nor too low; forhis wings be-= 
ing joyned with wax, if he ſhould 
mount too high it was to. be teared 
leit the wax would melt by rhe heat 
of the Sun; and if too low, left 


the miſty vapours of the Sea would. 


make it leſs tenacious : Burhe in a 
youthful jollity ſoaring too high, fell 
down headleng and. periſhed in the 
vater. . 

The parable is eaſie and. vulgar. 
for the way of verrue lyes in a direct 
path between excels 'and defect. 
INcither 1s it a wonder that Jcars 
verithed by Excels, feing that Ex- 
cels, 


ie Ancients by the way 
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cls, for the moſt part, . 15W 
liar fault of youth, - as -Detec 
age, and: yet of too. evil and hurtful -- 
wayes, youth commonly _ makes 
choyle of the better, detect being al- 
wayes accounted Worlt; tor whereas 
excels contains -- ſome - ſparks of 
magnanimity, and like a bird claimes - 
kiadred of the Heavens , detect; * 
onely .. like 2.bale worm crawls 
upon. the..;carth.” Excellently  there- 
fore ſaid: /Herac/itus, Lumen /iccun + 
optisma atima. A dry light-is the beſt 
ſoul :- tor if the . ſoul contract, moi--- 
ſlure: from the carth it becomes de-- 
generat --alrogerther. - Again on the 
other ſide, there muſt be modera- - 
tion uſed, that rhisfight be ſubtilized 
by this laudable ficciry, and not de- 
ſtroyed by roo much fervency. And 
this much every man 4or the molt .. 
SAR. - ii, T-, 6 
Now they that- would. fail. .be- + 
tween Scyl/.z and Charibdis mult be 
furniſhed, as weil with the $kill, as 
G 5 proſperon3 
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their ſhips fall into Jcy//2;) 
they are ſplir on the Rocks: it into. 
Chartibdts they areſwallowed up ct 
a Gulf. 

The Moral of this parable(whigir 
we will bat briefly touch, although- 
it- contain matter of infinite con- 
templation) - ſeems to be. this,- that: 
in every Art and Science; and ſoin 
their Rules and-Axioms, there: be a- 
mean obleryed . between» the rocks 
of diſtin&tions- and the gults of. 
univerſalities, which two are- famous . 
for the wrack beth of Wits and. 
Arts. 


28:: 
SPHYNX, or Science. 


They fay that Sphinx was a 
monſter of divers. forms , . as 
having rhe-face- and voice of a vir- 
gin, the wingsof a bird, and the.ta- 
ons of .a Griphin. His abode was 


1n 


ſucceſs in Navigation-+|; 
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iff a 'mcuntain” near the W 
"| Zhebes, he kept allo the high Wif$* 
-[and uſed to lie in-ambuſh tor travel--/ 
'[lers, and fo to ſurprize them : to+: 
| whom (being in his power ) hepre-- 
"| pounded: certain - dark and intri-/ 
'| cat-riddles, which were thought to- 
have been given and received of the - 
{| Muſes. - Now it theſe miſerable cap- 
tives were not able inſtantly to re-- 
'| ſalve and interpret them m the? 
midſt - of their diffculities and -- 
| doubts, - ſhe would rend and tear -- 
| them in pieces.-- The: - Gountrey 
| groaning a long time under this ca. - 
lamity, - the» Fhebanes 2x tlaſt pro 
pounded- the kinadome:. as a reward -- 
unto him that could interpret the « 
riddles of Sphitx, there being no: 
other way to:defliroy ker,» Where--- 
upon ©Oeaiprs (a man of piercing.” 
and deep: judgement, - but-maimed 
and lame by- reaſon of holes bcred »- 
ia his feet) moved with the hope of - 
{> great a reward, accepted the con-- 
dition. 
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determined to put-1r-£s; 
zard, and: ſo .v/ Kh an undaun- 
te and bold ſpirit, preſented him- 
{eit before: the Monſter ,. who al- 
King him , what creature that was, 
which : after his birth. weng firſt upon 
tour feer, next upon: EWO, lien -UP- 
on three, and lattly- upon - four. a-' 
gain ;. anſwered forthwitly that. it! 
was Man, which in his. infancy im- 
mMediatly after : birth, erawls ,upon 
44 four, ſcarce venturing to, Creep, 
ant not long; after: ſtands upright, 
upon two. tegt, then growing old he 
leans upon a_flaff wherewith -.he 
i{upporrs .himſelt, fo that he ma 
icem to have rhrce feet, and- at laſt 
In d2cr ped years, his firength fai-' 
like im, he falls groveling again 
UP 75 and lyes bed-rid. Ha- 
'ing therefore by this true anſwer 
gotrin the victory, he inſtantly ſlew 
this Sphinx,and(laying her body up- 
ON 3n As) leads it, as it were, in tri- 
umpiz : nd fo (according to the con- 
dition ) 


ww 
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dition ) was created King 
banes. 
This Fable contains in 1t ho lels 
wiſedom then elegancy., and ir 
ſeems to point at Science, elpccial-, 
ly that. which is joyned with pra- 
Gile : for Sciencemay not ablurdly 
be termed a Moniter as being by 
the ignorant -and rude multitudeal- , 
wayes held in admiration. 

It is diverle in ſhape and figure by 
rcaſon of the infinite variety of fub-; 
jects. . wherein it is convyerlant, ,, A _ 
Ml facc and voice. is .attributed-... 
unto it for its gracious countenance ; | 
and volubility of. tongue.., Wings. .. 
are added  becaule Scichces. and 
their inventions, .. do pals. and, flic _ 
from one to another, as. it were in a a 
moment, ſeing that the communi-. .. 
cation of Science .is as the kindling 
of one light at another. Fflegantly 
alio it is. fained to haye ſharp. and 
hooked tallons, becaule rhe. Axioms 
and . 
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Winents of Science do for 
pon the mind, and ſo ſtrong-- 
ly apprehend and hold it, asthat it 
cannot ſtir or cvade, : which is no- 
red atlo by the divine» Philofopher,, 
Feel. 12. 11 Ferba ſapientam'( faith- 
he) ſunt tamuam aculer © veluti' 
claviin altum defixi. Thewords of 
the wife are like goads-and like nails 
driyen far in.- 

Moreover, all- Science feems to 
be placed-'in- ſteep and high moun- 
rains : as being-thoupht to be a lef-. 
ty and high thing, looking down 
upon ignorance - WKh a- ſcernful 
= It may. be' obſerved and ſeen 
aſo-a great way, and far in compals, 
as things ſer.on the tops of -moun- 
ra1ns. 

Furthermore; Science' may -well 
be fained to beſet the high wayes, 
becauſe. which way foeyer we turry 
irr this progreſs and pilgrimage . of 
humane lite, we meet with- ſome» 
matter or cccaſion offered for con- 
templagion, * Sphiltze 
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Sphinx is ſaid to hav 
from the Muſes diverſe 
| Queſtions and Riddles, and to pro-- 
- [pound them unto men , which re. 
. [maining with the Muſes are tree ( it 
.|may be) frem ſavage cruelty : for 
[ſa long as there is no other end.of 
[fkudy.. and meditation , then».te 
;|know ; the underſtanding is not: 
rack'd and impriſoned ,. but enjoyes 
ireedom and liberty., and even in 
| doubts and varieties finds a kind>of- 
| pleaſure and delearion: but when 
once theſe A£ngma's are delivered 
by the Muſes ro Sphinx, that is, to 
practice, ſo thar. it be ſollicited and 
urged by action, and election , -and.. 
cetermination; then they begin to 
be.troubleſome and raging; and .un« 4 
lels they be. reſolved and expedited, .. 
they do wonderfully torment and vex-1 
{ the minds-of men, diſtraCting, . and .: 
in a manner rending. them into ſug» 
dry. parts. 
Moreover there. is alwayes a two- 
fold 


The Wiſdom? + 
Gon. ;propounded* With 
r /AZnigma's;. To him that 
otly not expound them ;: diſtraction 
of. mind , and. to him. that doth. , a; 
Kingdome ; far he that knows that: 
which he ſoughr to. know , hath -at-: 
cained-the end he aimed at,and eve-: 
ry artificer ai; Commands ovcr his: 
work..-; 

Of $ bitx ther Riddles , there: 
are. generally rwo- kinds }. ſome con-: 
cexning the nature: of thinds,.. others 
touching the nature of: Man. .50- 


them :. the one over nature , .the  o-. 
ther oyer men; for the proper and : 
Chitf end of true. Natural. Philoſo-.. 


phy. is to command and. . ſway. over 


ther things. ;- although the. School .:. 
( being content with 1ueh_ things as | 
are offered, and priding it ſelf with . 
ſpecches ) doth neglect reaitics, and - 
7 Works, 


a 
4 


alio.chere are. two- kinds of Empe- .. 
ri&S as rewards to thoſe that reſolve }. 


natural beeings, as bodies; mediciaes, * j 
Mechanical works, and. infinite \0- 3. 


_ 


* 


([foor. But that Ainiema 
[ded roOrdipns (by means of Mic 


-Jbelonged to the nature of man : For. 
[whoſoever doth throughly conſider 
[the nature of man, may, be, in a 
[manner , the contriver- of -his own 
[fortune , and is born'to commaand,! 
[which is well ſpoken..of the Roman 

| Arts. 
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works, treading them as 


he obtained the Thebane Empire: ) | 


Tu regere imperio Popuness. Rae. 
Mane memento: 
He t;bi erunt GVAES noe 


Roman remember that with Scep- -. 
ters aw 
- Thy Realms thou rule. Theſe 
arts let be thy law. 


It was ther pe appoſite, that 
Azgnſtns Ceſar ( whetner by preme- . 
ditation,or by 2 chance)! "area Sph12t x 
in his Signet : far þc (it cver any; 
Was Calne not only in political 
DO) CEAMeCnT, 
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but in all the courſe of 
e happily diſcovered ma- 
AEnigma's concerning the 
nature of Man, which if he had not 
done with dexterity and promptnels, 


he had oftentimes fallen into immi-- 


nent danger and deſtruction. 


Moreover , it 15 added in the Fa-: 
ble, . that the body of Sphinx when. 


ſhe-was overcome was laid - upon an: 


Aſs : which indeed was an elegant. 
fiction ;. ſeing there is nothing ſo 
acute and . abſtruſe, but ( being 
well underſtood and divulged ) may 
be apprehended by a flow capacity. 
Neither 1s it to be omitted, that 
SÞhittx was overcome by a Man 
lame in his-feet : for when men are 
roo ſwift of foot, and too ſpeedy of 
pace in haſting to Sphinx —_ 
mas, it comes to pals that” ( ſhe 
getting the upper hand ) their:wits 
and minds are rather diſtracted by 
diſputations ,, then. that 'eyer they 
Come 


com 


of the Avcients. 


; [come to command by wh 
 [fects. 


T6: 
PROSERPINA, or Spirit. 


FT Iuto they ſay, being made King : 
.of the Infernal Dominions, {( by 

[that memorable divifion ) was in' 
| deſpair of ever attaining -any one” 
of the ſuperiour Goddeſies in mat- 

riage, eſpecially if lie ſhould venture” 
to court them either with words or 
with any. amorous- behaviour , ſo 

that of neceſfiry- he was to lay ſome 
piot to get one of them by rapinc, 

taking therefore the benefit of op-= 

portuaity, he caught up Proſerpinta 
(the Daughter-of Ceres, a beautiful - 
Virgin) as ſhe-was gathering Nar- 
ciſſus Flowers in the Mcadows of 
( S:cly , and carried her away with 
him in his Coach to the Subterr a- 
Hearn Dominions, where the was 
welcemed with f:ch--reſpe&, asthat: 
ite 
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other, when in no place 


ved Daughter , in 2 forrowtul hu- 
mor , and diftracteq, beyond mca-: 
ſure , : went compaſſing ' the” whole 


hand, to ſeck- ay recover this het: 
lolt Child. : .Bur.when ſhe ſaw: that 
all. was in vain, ſuppoſing perad-, 


ſhe importuned Tapiter with many! 
tears ' and Jamentations., that the: 
mightbereſtored unto her again; and: 


if ſhe had rafted of nothing in Hell, 
the ſhould have leave to bring her 
from thence, . - Which, condition was: 
as good as, a dciial ro-her - petition; 
Froſerpina having already eaten/ 
three grainz of a Pomegra#at, And 
vet torall this, Ceres. gave not over; 
her. ſuit, but {ell to prayers. and. 


laſt granted , that (the year being 


divided) . 


the Lady of 7. But; ba, 


Fd find this her only beto-{ 
carth' with. a. bugning\ Tereh 4 her | 
venturethat ſhe was carried to Hell, ] 


at length prevailed thus far , That} 


moans afreſh. Wherefore it was at” | 


%\ 


T 


þxernat courſes , remain one 
| neths with her husbancl ., and -other 
ix moneths with her mother. Net 
| long after this Theſerrs and Pere 


* . of the Aictents 
divided ) Proſerpina 


thorns in an over hardy 1dventure 
|attempted'to fetch her trom Piuto's 


ed, who being weary with travel, 
and ſitting down upon - a ſtone in 


Hell to reft themſelves, had not rhe 
] power to riſe again , but fate there 
| for-ever. *Proſerpino therefore re- 
| mained Queen of Hell, in whoſe hc- 
nour there was this great priviledge 


granted, "That although it were ers 


| acted thar none that Went down ro 


Hell ſhould: have the power -ever to 
return from thence , yet was this 
ſingular exception annexed to -this 
Law , that if any preſented Proſer. 
pi#4 with a golden bough, it ſhould 
be lawful for hinsto come and go at 
his pleaſure. Now there was' bur 
one only ſuch bough in a ſpacious 


and ſhady Grove, which was not a 


plant 


The MWiſdome 
. of it ſelf, but bndded 
> of another. kind., like a 
LoPePot Gumm, which being pluckt 
off another., would inſtantly ſpring 
OUr. 

This Fablc ſcems.to. pertain to na- 
ture, and to dive into that rich and 
plentiful etticacy and variety of ſub- 
alternal creatures, from whom what- 
ſoever we have is derived , and to 
them doth again return. 

By Proſerpina the Ancients meant 
that zthercal Spirit which ( being 
ſeparated from the upper Glob) is 
ſhut upand detained under the earth 
(repreſented by Pluto) which the 
Poet well expreſled thus. 


Sive recens tellus, ſeduttaque 
nuper ab allo. 

there, cognati retinebat ſemi- 
a7 Cel, 


Whither 
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"Whither the younglinll 


of late 
Was from the high-rear'c 
| ſeparate) 
Did yer contain her teeming womb 
within 
*Fheiiving ſeeds of Heaven, Hier 
41carclt kin, 


- 


This Spirit is fained to be rapted 
by the Earth, becauſe nothing can 
withhold ir when it hath time and 
leaſure to eſcape. It is therefore 
caught and ſtayed'/by a ſudden con» 
traction, no otherwiſe then it a-man 
ſhould go about-to-mix Airwith Wa- 
ter, which-can be-done by-no means 
but-by a ſpeedy and rapid agitation, 
as may be ſcen inFroth, wherein the 
Air is rapted by rhe Water. 

Neither is it tnelegantly added, 
that Proſerpinta was rapt as ſhe was 
gathering Narc:ſus Flowers in the 
Valleys, becauſe Narc:ſſus hath his 
| Name 
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ſlownels or ſtupidity; 


then is this Spirit mot 


_ terreſtrial matter, when it begins to 
be coagulatcd, ani becomes as 1t were 
flow. 

, Rightly is Proſerpiny honoured 
more then any of the other Gods 
Bed-fellows, 1n being ftyicd the La- 
dy of 7s, bccauſe this ſpirit doth 
xuic and ſway ail things in thoſe 
tower Regions, F/uto abiding ſtupid 
'and ignorant. 

This Spirit the power Celeſtial 
( thadowed by Cres ) ſtrives with 
infinit ſeduliry - to: recover -and get 

-again : for that' Brand or burning 
Torch of Ather- ( which Ceres cate 
ried in-her hand) doth doubrleſs figs 
nifie the Sun, which cnlightencth the 
whoie circuit of the "Earth, and 


recover -Proſerpina, it poſlibly it 
might be. | 

But Froſerpina abides ſtill, rhe 
rcaſon 


and fitted-ro be ſnatchr by .; 


would be of greateſt -moment to 


. of the Attients. 
caſoh of which is accu 
{llently propounded in 
ions berween Jupiter anc 
or firſt it is moſt certain there are 
wo wayes to keep ſpirit in ſolid 
nd terreſtrial Mattcr : the one by 
onſtipation and obſtruction , which 
z meer impriſonment and con- 
raint; the other by adminiſtration 
f proportionable nutriment, which 
: receives Willingly and of its own 
ccord : for after that rhe included 
pirit begins to feed and nouriſh 
© ſelf, it makes no haſt - ro-begone, 
ut is as it were, linkt to its Earth - 


\nd this ispointed at by Proſerpins 


icr eating of a Pome-granat; which 


f ſhe had not done, the had long 
:1nce been recovered by Ceres 
with her torch, compaſiing the 
Earth. Now as concerning that Spi- 
rit which is in Mettals and minerals, 
is chiefly perchance reſtrained b 

the ſolidiry of Maſs : but that which 
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Ard Animals. Inhabites 
ody, and hath open paſ. 
FC 'TO be pone in a manner as it 
liits, were it not thar it willingly a- 
bides of its own accord, by reaſon 
of the reliſh it finds in its entertain- 
ment, 'The ſecond condition con- 
cerning the ſix moneths cuſtom, it 
15 no other then an elegant deſcrip- 
tion of the diviſion of the year, fe- 
ing this Spirit mixt with the Earth 
appears above ground in vegetable 
bodies during the ſummer months: 
and in the winter ſinks down a- 
gain. 

Now as concerning Theſers, and 
Perithcus their attempt to bring 
Proſerpina quite away ; the meaning 
of it is, thar 1t oftentimes comes to 
paſſe, that ſome more ſubril ſpirits 
deſcending with divers bodies to the | 
Farth, never come to ſuck of apy 
{ubalternal Spirit, whereby ro unite 
it untothem, and ſo to bring it away. 
| : But | 


of the Ancients. 


But on the contrary a 
themſelves and never riſe 
Proſerpinaſhould be' by th: 
augmented with. inhabitants.and do. 
minion. 


| 
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All that we:can fay concerning 
that fprig of Gold is” hardly ableto 
defend us from the violence of the 
Cymicks, it in this .regard they ſet 
upon us, Wy promiſe by that 
their El;xar to cftect golden moun- 
tains , and the reſtoring of natural 


'{ bodies, as it were, fromthe . portal 
{of Hell. But concerning 'Chymi- 


ſtry, and thoſe perpetual ſutors for 
thar philoſophical El/ixar , we 
know certainly that their Theory: is 
without grounds,and we ſuſpeCt. that 
their praCtiſe alſo is-withour - cer. 
tain reward. And therefore ( omit. 
ting theſe) of this laſt part of the 


parable this is my opinion, Iam in- 


duced to believe by many figures 
of: the Ancients, that the conſcrva- 
H 2 tion 


The Wiſdome 
eſtauration ..of -natural 


.to be attained, but as a thing ob- 
{ruſe and full of difficulties, and fo 
they ſeem to intimat in this place, 
when they report that, this one on- 
ly ſprigg . was found among infi- 
Nite other -trees in a huge ns thick 
wood, which they fained to be of 
gold, becauſe gold is the badge of 
perpetuity , and to rarevarr bo 
1t were inſerted, becauſe this effect is 
to . be rather hoped for from Arr, 
then from any Medecine, or ſimple, 
or natural means. 


v 


*, 


30: 


Tome ſort was not eſtee- | 
<d by them asa thing ' impoſlible || 
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» METIS, or Counſel, 


"The Ancicht Poets report that 
Fupiter took Metis to wite, 
whoſe name doth - plainly fignifie 
Counſel, arid that ſhe by bim con»” 
ceived. Which when he found, not 
tarying the time of her deliverance, 
deyours both her and that whictr- 
ſhe went withal, by which means 
Jupiter hinfelf became with child, 
and was delivered of ,a wondrous 
birth; for out of his head or-brain + 
came torth Pall2s armed. 

The ſenſe of this Fable (which ar 
firſt apprehenſion may fecm mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd) contains in it 
a ſecret of ſtate, to wit, with what 
policy Kings are wont to carr 
themlelves towards their Counſel. - 
lours, whereby they may not onely 
preſerve their authoriry and Mzye- -- 


H 3 ny 


e Wiſdome 
Fre ; bur alfo thar it 
more extolled and dig- 
ff the people : For Kings be. 
ing as it were tyed and coupledin a 
Nuptial bond to their Counſel. 
lours, do truely conceive that com- 
municating.. with them about the 
affairs of greateſt importance , do 
yet detra&t nothing from their own 
Majeſty. But when any matter, 
comes to be cenſured. or decreed 
( which is as a birth) there do 
| they confme and reftrain the liber. 

ty of their. Counſellours ; leſt that 
which is done ſhould feem to be 
hatche. by their. wiſdome and 
judgement, ſo as at laſt Kings (ex- 
cept it be in ſuch matterSas are dif- 
taſteful and maligned, which they 
alwayes will be fure to put off from 
themlelves) do aſſume rhe honour 
ana praiſe. of all matters that are ru- 
minated in Counſel, and as it were, 
tormed in the womb, whereby the 
reſolution 
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of the Ancients, 
reſolution and e 
becauſe ir proceeds 
'| and impiies a neceſſity Wu 

ly ſhadowed under the figure of *PaZ- 
as armed ) ſhall ſeem to proceed 
wholly from themſclves. Neither 
| ſufficerh ir thar it is done by the au- 
| thority of the King by. his meer will 
'| and tree applauſe, except withai, 
| this be added and appropriated as to 
: |. iſſue out of his own head or brain, 
| intimating, that out of his own 
| judgement , wiſedome and ordi- 
nanceit was onely invented and de-" 
rived. 


. * 
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ve SIRENES, or- 
Pleaſures, 


The Fable of the S;renes ſeems 
rightly to have been applied to the 
pernicious. allurements of pleaſure, | 
but in a very vulgar and groſs man-, 
ner. And therefore to me it ap 
pears, that the Wiſdome of the 
Ancicnts have with a further reach 
or inſight ſtrained deeper matter out 
of them , not unlike to Grapes ill 
preſt, from which though ſome Li- 
quor were drawn , yet the beſt was 
left behind. Theſe Szrenes are ſaid 
to be the daughters of Achelozs and 
Trep/ichores one of the Muſes. Who 
in their firſt beeing were winged, 
but after raſhly entering into conten- 
tion with the Muſes, were by them 
Yangquiſhed , and deprived of their: 

wings | 
\ 


a 
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wings. Of whoſl 
thers the Muſes ' mz 
Coronets. So as e 
time all the Muſes have attired them- -* 
ſelves with plumed heads; except 
Trepſichores only that was Mother 
to the S/renes. The habitation of 
the S;renes was. its certain pleaſant - 
Hands , from whence as ſoon as 
out of their watch-tower -they dif-- 
covered.any_Ships approaching; with * 
their ſweer "tunes they would firſt 
entice and ſtay :them ,” and having 
them in-their power would- deſtroy 
them. * Neither wastheir Song plain 
and ſingle, but confiſting” of ſuelr va- 
rity of metodfous Tunes fo fittin 
and delighting rhe ears that hear 
them, as that it raviſhed and betray- 
ed all Paſſengers; -- And fo great was 
the milchiefs rhey"did ,.'' that, thefe 
Ifles of the” S;reMtes, even'as far 

a$4 man could know rhem, appeated. 
all oye White With thebones of tin- - * 
H 5 buried--- 
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or the remedy. 
7, a double means 
d out, the one by C/- 
Fes, ne other by Orphens, Tiyſſes 
(to make . experiment of his dc- 
vice) cauſed all the ears. of his com- 
pany to be. ſtopt- with wax, and 
made himſelf tobe . bound to the 
main Maſt, with ſpecial command- 
ment .to his Mariners not to be 
looſed, albeit . himſelf ſhould re- 
quire them ſo.to do. But Orphens 
negleCting, and ..diſdaining to be ſo 
bound, with a ſhrill and tweet voice 
ſinging - the, praiſes of the Gods to 
his Harp, ſuppreſt the. ſongs of the 
| Sirenes, and fo-ireed himlelf from 
their danger... 

This Fable hath relation” to mens 
manners, and contains in it a ma- . 
nitcſt and moſt . excellent Parable : 
For pleaſures do for the moſt part- /| 

roceed . out of the abundance and . 


uperfluity of all . things, and alſs - 


OUT... 


. of the gigs 
vut of the delight 
rentments of the mil 
are wont ſuddenly, as 1t 
winged enticements to rayiſh and 
rapt mortal men;- Bur learning and 
| education brings it ſo to pals, as 
that it reſtrains and bridles mans 
mir making it ſo to conſider the 
{ ends and events of things, as that it 
clips the wings of pleaſure. And 
this was greatly to the honour and - 
renown of the Muſcs : for after that- 
by ſome example-it was made mant-- 
teit that by the power of Philoſc- 
phy vain plcaſlures might grow 
contemptible ; ir. preſently . grew to 
great eſteem, as a thing that could 
raile and elevate the mind aloſt, that 
{cemed to be baſe and fixed tothe 
earth : make the cogitations of the 
men ( which do eyer recide in-the 
head) robe zthercal, and as it were 
winged, Burthat the Mother ob.the 
$,3e1ns was lefero her feet, and with 
GUL 
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no doubt 1s no 
nt, then of light and 

STeaPlcarning , appropriated 
and defined only to pleaſures, as 
were thoſe which Petronins devou- 


red himſelf unto, after he had recet- 


- ved his fatal ſentence,and having his 
foot, asit were, upon. the threſhold 


of death, ſought. to give himſelt all. 
delightful contentments, .in ſo. much 
as when he . had cauſed conſolato. . 


ry Letters tobe ſent him, he would 
peruſe none of them ( as Tacitus 
reports) that.. ſhould pive him 
courage and conſtancy ., but only 


read tantaſtical Verſes, ſuch. as thele ]. 


are. 


Vivammns, mea Lesbia, atque as 
MEemas, 

Rumoreſque S$Mium Severio- 
rum 4 

Omnes unins . eſiimemus Al. ? 


ſos- D 


' 


My | 


/ 


— 
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My Lesbia , 


love ; 

Though way-ward 
reprove, 

Weigh their words light for our.. 
behove, 

And this allo ; 


” 


Tura Senes norint , © quid i 
faſque nefaſque 

Inqui rant triſtes, legumqne exas- 
ming ſervent. 


Let doting Grand-fires know the - 


Law, 

And right and wrong obſerve with 
aw ; 

Let them in that ſtrict Circle : 
draw. 


This. 
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ottrine word 42-- hi 
T'take thele plumed | oh 
the Mulcs, and to'te- * 2 


| | | fil 

TeTheWings again to the S7rens. | 
Thele S7rens are faid to dwell-in _, 
remote liles, tor that picalſures love - "0 


alwaycs too much company of people. 
The £75 longs are lo vulgarlyun- \ 
deritood, together withthe deceits & | 
danger of them, as that they need 

no expoſition. Bur that of the bones 
appearing like white cliffs , and des - | 


privacy and retired places, ſhuaning | 


{cried a tar off, hath more acute. | » 
neſs in it : For thereby is ſignified, - q 
that albeit the examples of atflicti- | - 
ons be maniteſt and eminent ; yet { 
do. they not ſufficiently deter us | , 
from the wicked enticements of plea- 
ſures. | 

As for the remainder of this pa-- | 


rable, though it be not over myſti= 
ca}, yet it 1s very grave and excel- 
lent; Fcr in itarc ſet out three reme--.- 


dies 


- | firſt means to ſhun t _c 
mate pleaſures, is. to withſtand and 
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dies for this vic 
chief ; to wit, rv 


phy, and one. from R 


reſiſt them in their beginnings, and 
{criouſly to ſhun all occations thar 
are olfrad to dcbauſh and entice 
the mind, which is ſignificd in that 
itopping of the cars ; and that. .re- 
medy is properly uſed by the mean- 
er and baſer ſort of people, as it 
were, Thſſes follow:rs or Mariners ; 
whereas more heroick and noble 
Spirits, may boldly converlc even in 
the mid(t of thele teducing pleaſures, 
it with a .refolved conſtancy they 
ſtand upon their guard ,. and fortific 
their nunds ; . And ſo take greater 
contentment in-the trial and experi- 
ence. of this their approved vertue z 
learning rather throughly to under- 
ſtand the follies and vanities of thoſe 


pleaſures by contemplarion , then by 
ſubmiſſion. 
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Solomon avouch- 

Men hereckoning up 

of thoſe ſolaces and 


Ut 
clude with this Sentence; 


Sapientia qguoque perjeveravit 
MEcum. 


Wiſdome allo continued with 
me. 


Therefore theſe Heroes, and Spi- 
rits of this excellent remper , even 
in-rhe midſt of theſe enticing plea- 
ſures, can ſhew themſeives conſtant 
and invincible, and are able to ſup. 
port their own vertuous inclination, 
againſtall heady and forcible perſwa- 
ſions wharſoever; as by the example 
of Thyſſes, that ſo peremptorily 
interdicted all peſtilent. counſels and 
flatteries ot his companions, as the 
molt dangerous and pernicious P0Y- 

ONS 


herein he {wam, doth con. ! 
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\ For they that chaunt. : 
the prailes of the Gods , confound 


' due allſenſual pleaſures; but alſofar 


of the Aigs 
ſons to captivate 
all other remedies 
of Orpheus is moſt 


and difſipate the voices and ineauta- 
tions of the S;renes; for divine me- 
ditations do not only in power 1ub- 


excced . thenz in ſweetneſs and :de- 
bohr, 
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